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STA Legislative Action Alert – April 2024 

  By: Perry Ochacher, Willett Public Affairs 
     

The budget is officially late – it was due April 1. When it will now pass is anyone’s guess, but STA 
is actively monitoring and advocating regarding the following priority budget proposals, which now 
represent a combination of programs that have been advanced by the executive and legislature. 
In the end, all three parties must agree on what makes it into the final budget. 

FY 2024–25 Priority Budget Proposals: STA Vigilance & Advocacy 

STA has identified and is tracking/advocating on the following state budget proposals: 

• Incentivizing Affordable Housing - To help New York City unlock the potential for thousands 
more rental units, Governor Hochul has proposed the new “Section 485-x” program, which 
would allow New York City to offer a tax abatement for new rental construction to replace the 
expired 421-a program. STA is supporting a proposal that includes labor protections to help 
STA members recapture some of that work. 

• Ending COVID-Paid Sick Leave Benefits – The budget contains a provision ending the 
COVID-paid sick leave mandate in July. STA strongly supports and is lobbying to ensure this 
sunset provision remains in the budget. The Assembly opposes termination of the benefit. 

• Increasing Short-Term Disability Leave Benefits – this section of the budget would provide 
incremental increases to qualifying workers’ short-term disability benefits. While some 
increase is justified, STA is concerned about the cost impact on its members and is working 
with other business trade groups for a fair and reasonable increase in benefits.  

• Senate Public Protection and General Government Budget Bill 
o Part M - The Senate modifies the Executive proposal to provide 40 hours of paid family 

leave for employees to use on prenatal health. The Senate supports the goal of this 
proposal but is concerned about the impact it could have on the recognition of fetal 
personhood. 

o NEW Part III - The Senate advances language to expand workers' compensation 
coverage for work-related post-traumatic stress disorder. STA opposes such an 
expansion. 

• Senate Education and Labor Budget Bill 
o NEW Part JJ - The Senate advances language to require the use of project labor 

agreements (PLA) for large-scale construction projects and projects involving 
construction, rehab, or improvement of any facility on the campus valued at $3 million 
or more. STA strongly supports this proposal and is advocating for its passage.  

• Assembly Protection and General Government Budget Bill 
o Part M - Requiring employers to provide employees with sick leave benefits for 

prenatal care. 
§ The Assembly modifies the Executive proposal to include up to 40 hours of 

leave for prenatal care under Paid Family Leave. The Assembly would instead 
explicitly include leave for prenatal care within employer-provided paid sick 
leave. 
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• Assembly Education and Labor Budget Bill 
o NEW Part KK – Similar to the Senate, the Assembly proposes to require project labor 

agreements for large-scale SUNY construction fund projects that would cost $3 million 
or more. STA is actively supporting this proposal. 

• Assembly Transportation and Economic Development Budget Bill 
o NEW Part PP - The Assembly includes reporting language related to the effectiveness 

of economic development and workforce development programs. 
 
Update on Small Contractor Relief Act  

Despite our best efforts, the Small Contractor Relief Act (A.7317-A/Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein) unfortunately was not included in the budget. STA, working with our industry 
partners (New York City, the Trial Lawyer’s Association and AFL-CIO) is now lobbying for 
consideration of this legislation as a stand-alone bill, post-budget. 

STA Fighting Criminal Fraud on Construction Sites  

STA is part of a lobbying coalition seeking to pass legislation this year introduced by 
Assemblyman Weprin and Senator Breslin (S.8413/A.8981) that establishes a distinct crime of 
staging a construction site accident. STA has distributed a legislative support memo for this 
important bill and attended Assemblyman Weprin’s press conference on March 5. We are also 
working on an amendment to strengthen the bill and will lobby for its passage.  

 


