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On January 16, the governor released her 2024-25 budget. Between now and April 1, state
budget deliberations will dominate most legislative activity in Albany. STA is analyzing the
budget for provisions that impact the construction industry and STA members. Our preliminary
analysis is below.

FY 2024 — 25 BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

STA has identified and is tracking/advocating on the following budget proposals:

e Incentivizing Affordable Housing - To help New York City unlock the potential for thousands
more rental units, Governor Hochul has proposed the new “Section 485-x" program, which
would allow New York City to offer a tax abatement for new rental construction to replace the
expired 421-a program.

e Ending COVID Paid Sick Leave Benefits — The budget contains a provision ending the
COVID paid sick leave mandate in July. STA strongly supports and is lobbying to ensure this
sunset provision remains in the budget.

e Increasing Short Term Disability Leave Benefits — this section of the budget would provide
incremental increases to qualifying workers’ short-term disability benefits. While some
increase is justified, STA is concerned about the cost impact on its members and is working
with other business trade groups for a fair and reasonable increase in benefits.

STA is also monitoring the budget for the governor’s 30 and 45 day amendments, as well as
additions and deletions that will be proposed by the Senate and Assembly in the coming weeks.

BUDGET PROGRESS ON SMALL CONTRACTOR RELIEF ACT

On January 4, Senator Jessica Ramos, chair of the Senate Labor Committee, introduced
S.7975, the Senate companion bill for the Small Contractor Relief Act (A.7317-A/Assemblyman
Ed Braunstein). Since then, STA, working with our industry partners on this issue (New York
City, the Trial Lawyer’s Association and AFL-CIO), has been advocating for this legislation to be
considered as part of the budget. We are working diligently with our bill sponsors for budget
inclusion. If it is not included in the budget, STA will lobby for consideration of this legislation as
a stand-alone bill, post budget.

RECENT LEGISLATION OF INTEREST

In addition to the state budget, STA has identified and is lobbying on other legislation of interest,
recently introduced in the legislature:

o A.8981 (Assemblyman Weprin) — Establishes the crime of staging a construction site
accident. STA supports and is drafting a legislative support memo.



o A.9088 (Assemblywoman Gallagher) — Establishes the New York State Social Housing
Development Authority. STA is analyzing this complex proposal.

e S.7119-A (Senator Ramos) - in relation to the municipal purchase of apparatus, materials,
equipment, and supplies. STA is analyzing and will likely support this legislation which would
prohibit problematic “piggybacking” on competitively bid public works projects.



