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We thank all of our valued clients for allowing us 

the opportunities that have led WDF INC. to be part 

of the prestigious “ENR SPECIALTY CONTRACTOR OF 

THE YEAR” award.  In partnership with our brother 

Company, Five Star Electric, we have been servicing 

our clients needs for more than 5 decades. 

 

The below list of projects are just a handful of the 

iconic projects that we have been privileged to be a 

part of. 
 

 
PROJECT CLIENT OWNER 

1 World Trade Center Tishman Port Authority 

2 World Trade Center Turner Silverstein 

3 World Trade Center Tishman Silverstein 

4 World trade Center Tishman Silverstein 

WTC HUB Tishman/Turner Port Authority 

Aqueduct Casino Tutor-Perini Genting  

Madison Square Garden Turner  MSG 

John Jay College Turner Dormitory Authority 

Jamaica 2G Prime Contract NYCDEP 

Fulton Transit Prime Contract  NYCTA 

Goldman Sachs World 

Headquarters 

Tishman  Goldman Sachs 

15 Central Park West Bovis  Zeckendorf 

North Shore MTS URS Corp. Dept. of Sanitation  

Hundreds of NYCSCA School 

Rehabilitation 

NYCSCA NYCSCA 

Moscow World Trade Center  The Kremlin 

Croton Filtration Plant Prime Contract NYCDEP 

Glen Oaks Campus Dematteis NYCSCA 

Trump Westside Bovis Trump Organization 

East River Repowering Plant Skanska Con Edison  

Time Warner Building Bovis  Related  

4 Times Square Tishman  Durst  



For generations, new York city 
subcontractors have built and rebuilt 
the city. 

as the importance of our work in new 
York city’s aggressive construction 
agenda continues to expand, our 
commitment to our members 
continues to evolve creatively. 
Since our founding in 1966 to the 

present, the Sta, which today includes several hundred 
union subcontractor owners, is more than a professional 
organization, we are an advocate.

the construction business is not, and never has been, 
simple. today, especially, the issues we confront are more 
intricate than ever. as one of the largest and most influential 
organizations of its type, the Sta has a duty to champion 
the rights of our members, propose legislation and fight for 
prevailing wage enforcement. 

every day the Sta advocates on our members’ behalf in 
front of legislators, public agencies and corporate decision 
makers. our legislative victories are documented later in 
this special section, showcasing our tireless and consistent 
efforts in enacting change for our members. 

the future holds much growth and opportunity for the 
subcontracting community. it is critical for the Sta to 
promote the economic stability of its members and remain 
a force in creating change that makes sense for everyone’s 
bottom line.

through this special supplement we will introduce you to 
the Sta, some of the issues we are tackling and more about 
our members.

if you are a union subcontractor, we encourage you to get 
involved with our organization and join us on our path to 
professional success. 

Sincerely,
ron Berger
executive director

Messages from the STA President and Executive Director
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as subcontractors, our 
membership plays a critical 
role in providing the goods 
and services to build our 
region’s landscape. Without 
us, buildings aren’t built, 
renovations aren’t renovated 
and modernizations aren’t 
modernized. Subcontractors 
offer the expertise to meet 

deadlines and complete projects at or below budgets. 
the member firms of the Sta provide this expertise 
with integrity and professionalism. owners, 
architects, general contractors and construction 
managers rely on our membership to provide 
the skills that will bring a project to a successful 
completion for all parties.

our industry is fraught with complex issues that 
we, as subcontractors, are consistently exposed to. 
issues such as retainage, timely payments for work 
completed, change orders and a long list of other 
items can be detrimental to the profitability and 
health of our companies. the Sta has handled many 
of these issues for our members with strong, positive 
results. the Sta’s advocacy for the subcontracting 
community through its legislative agenda, its 
meetings with state and city agencies, and its 
various committees all aid in the financial health and 
well-being of its member firms.

to be a strong voice in this city, we need to continue 
to build membership in the Sta. Strength is in 
numbers and our numbers need to grow. We hope 
that you will take advantage of all the benefits the 
Sta has to offer, as described in this profile. 

the Sta is a strong organization. With your help 
we will become even stronger. let’s make it work 
together! 

Sincerely,
Jerry liss
president

For membership information, please contact the Sta at 
212.398.6200 or visit www.stanyc.com.



The STA hosts a range of events 
throughout the year to engage, 
educate and entertain its members. 
Becoming a member of the STA 
means joining forces with over 350 
of the most prominent players in the 
industry and forming relationships to 
harness your business’s true potential. 
By participating in the STA’s 
programs and committees,  
you can acquire valuable information 
and assistance to help your  
business thrive.
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STA Programming Engages, Educates and Entertains 
Annual Construction Awards 
Dinner Dance
Each year the STA holds the annual 
construction awards night and dinner 
dance to honor special people in both 
the public and private sectors, who have 
made a difference in the construction 
industry through their achievements and 
contribution. In the past, the STA has 
mentioned such individuals as Governor 
George E. Pataki, Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani, Comptroller Alan G. Hevesi Members and honorees attend the STA’s 

annual construction awards dinner dance.[ Continued on Page S 7 ]

New York’s Leading 
Association 
of Union 
Subcontractors

ABOUT THE STA

the Subcontractors 
trade association 
(Sta) is new York city’s 
preeminent professional 
trade association for 
subcontractors. established 
in 1966, the Sta is comprised 
of over 350 members 
representing every field 
within the construction 
industry.  the Sta focuses 
on problems affecting 
subcontractors in public 
and private construction, 
including progress 
payments, bid-shopping, 
improper back charges, 
legislation, prevailing wage 
enforcement, lien laws, 
insurance and bonding, 
among other issues. With 
the goal of increasing 
market share for its member 
subcontractors, the Sta 
provides the information, 
representation and support 
members require for success.  

Membership in the STA
Membership in the STA brings countless 
advantages to New York-based union 
subcontractors—from increased business 
opportunities to member services such 
as legislative advocacy and government 
agency interaction, as well as access to 
special events featuring some of the most 
influential figures in the industry. 

The Need for STA Services  
and Representation
With new construction projects announced 
throughout New York State, the amount 
of work performed by subcontractors 
will continue to grow, as will the need 
for STA services and representation. The 
STA represents its members on important 
city- and state-wide boards, task forces and 
committees, such as the Mayor’s Office 
of Construction, the School Construction 
Authority and the New York City Housing 
Authority. The STA also saves its members 
money by reducing workers’ compensation 
costs through the best financed Safety 
Group in New York State. By joining the 
STA, subcontractors can benefit from up 
front savings as high as 25%, along with 
additional year end dividends of 25%.
With a philosophy centered on dispute 
resolution without the need for litigation, 
the STA serves its members well by initiating 
informational meetings between the 
owner, the general contractor, construction 
manager and the subcontractor. On the 
rare occasion when this approach has failed 
to produce results, members are afforded 
the services of the STA legal counsel. The 
resulting “umbrella” legal action allows all 
affected subcontractors to share in a single 
representation. Legal fees are shared on a 
basis that is proportional to the claim.

Valuable Services to Help 
Subcontractors Do Business  
More Intelligently
The Business Practice Interchange (BPI) 
provides STA members with confidential 
information about general contractors, 
construction managers, public agencies 
and builder-owners, such as individual 
payment practices, to help members 
make better informed decisions when 
seeking business. STA members also 
benefit from the coordinated efforts of 
“Umbrella Actions” which help unpaid 
subcontractors and suppliers get paid on 
troubled private projects. Members also 
have access to the STA’s StayAlert Lien 
Reports, which provide listings of all 
commercial liens filed in the New York 
City region during the previous month, 
allowing subcontractors to steer clear of 
contractors and owner-builders who fail 
to pay their bills.

Join the STA
The STA represents its members in 
working on issues of mutual concern  
with public agencies, authorities and 
private developers. STA’s philosophy 
centers on dispute resolution without 
the need for litigation, and it has served 
its members well in this regard. In 
supporting the practical needs of its 
members, the STA provides the  
following services:
● Industry Representation
● Safety Group
● Legislative Advocacy
● Business Practice Interchange
● Umbrella Actions
● Government Agency Interaction
● Stay Alert Lien Reports n



Five Star Electric Corp. congratulates the 
Subcontractors Trade Association for their hard work

and dedication for the subcontracting industry.

We are pround to be a member of this great organization for 
the past 32 years and we look forward to continuing to build

New York’s future together.



STA . . . Helping Durr Better Serve Our Clients

Durr Mechanical and our Family of Employees are active in 
a variety of Industry Associations, with the goal to improve our 
unionized construction market.  We are proud of our Industry’s 
125 year history and look forward to enhancing these traditions as 
we progress in the future. 

We have been a member of the Subcontractors Trade Association 
since our inception in 1985. The STA has been instrumental in 
keeping us current with the many activities and issues affecting 
subcontractors in public and private construction. 

Keeping informed and current is just part of Durr Mechanical’s 
commitment to providing services of the highest quality and 
integrity to our customers. For almost three decades, we have served 
the Power, Process and Commercial HVAC markets, focusing 
on our core values of safety excellence, quality and performance. 
Our multi-generational family owned company, has developed a 
reputation for performing even the most sophisticated installations, 
often under extreme conditions.. . safely, on time and within budget. 

Our legacy of service is enhanced by the organizations in which we 
are involved. We value our association with the Subcontractors Trade 
Association, and look forward to a successful ongoing relationship.

Learn how Durr Mechanical can work for you by calling us at 
212-627-1313 or visiting our website at www.durrmech.com.

Durr Mechanical Construction, Inc.

80 Eighth Avenue  |  New York, NY 10011

T: 212.627.1313  |  F: 212.633.8627  |  www.durrmech.com

DURR
MECHANICAL
CONSTRUCTION
We bring our Family’s Values 
to every Project



Members gather at a recent STA informational seminar.  
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and General Charles Williams of the 
SCA. In the private sector, recipients 
include Jay Badame (Tishman 
Construction Corp.), Steven Plate 
(The Port Authority of NY and NJ), 
Chris Hargrove (Cauldwell Wingate 
Company, LLC) and Robert Samela 
(A.C. Associates).

Annual Golf Outing
The STA holds an annual golf outing 
each year for STA members that 
includes a round of golf, followed by a 
cocktail hour, dinner and an awards 
ceremony where event and raffle 
winners receive prizes.

Seminars
The STA is dedicated to providing 
its members with the information 
they require to do better business. 
Towards that end, the STA holds 
educational seminars on the topics 
most relevant to subcontractors and 
suppliers, taught by instructors who 
are among the most knowledgeable 
in the field. 

Annual Technology Fair
ConTech, the STA’s annual technology 
fair, is held each year to educate 
members and industry professionals 
on the most recent technological 
advances in the industry. n

Each year STA members gather for the annual golf outing.

Advocacy Efforts 
Increase Awareness
Among the STA’s services to members 
are its advocacy efforts through industry 
whitepapers, increasing awareness for and 
educating members on topics relevant to 
everyday business practices. Recent STA 
whitepapers include:

Getting Paid in a  
Challenging Economy
When faced with issues affecting the ability 
of our industry members to conduct busi-
ness, the STA takes action. The STA crafted 
an educational and informational action 
plan to bring the problem of slow payment to 
the attention of public and private owners.  
This whitepaper reviews current practices in 
New York’s construction industry with the 
goal of better understanding the crippling 
effect the industry’s slow payment process 
has on industry.

Improving Payment  
Practices in New York’s 
Construction Industry 
Slow payment practices have taken their 
toll on New York City’s construction 
industry, resulting in rising prices and 
fewer qualified contractors who can 
accept work. The volume of business a 
subcontractor can assume is limited by 
the company’s available working capital. 
Subcontractors are financing a larger 
volume of work for longer stretches of time 
without being promptly paid. This STA 
whitepaper brings the issue of prompt 
payment to the attention of both public and 
private owners and offers solutions to this 
industry-wide issue. n

[ Continued from Page S 4 ]



As demand for subcontractor services 
increases, the need for legislation to 
protect their interests becomes a more 
significant element of the STA’s agenda.

Since its first piece of successful 
legislation made it illegal for any contract 
to contain a “waiver of lien” on either 
public or private jobs, the STA is working 
full time in Washington, D.C., Albany 
and New York City to affect legislative 
change that benefits subcontractors. 

The STA has also submitted briefs in 
support of the Court of Appeals’ decision 
on the abolishment of the “pay if paid” 
clause and supported the legislation 
for the Workers’ Compensation Reform 
to allow for payment based on hours 
worked as opposed to salary.

As the STA continues to press 
for legislative change at all levels of 
government, it is proud of its victories.

LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES
1975-1980
Ban of Waiver of Mechanics Lien  
(May, 1975)
it is illegal for any contract to contain a waiver 
of lien provision on either public or private jobs.

Ban on Broad Form Hold Harmless 
(July, 1975)
Subcontractors and suppliers cannot be 
compelled to agree to hold harmless and 
indemnify gcs and owners whether public 
or private jobs against their negligence.

Anti-Wrap Up Insurance  
(June, 1976)
owners or contractors can no longer 
compel a subcontractor or supplier to buy 
his insurance from a source other than 
that of his choice. Subs can no longer be 
backcharged on public or private jobs in the 
event an owner chooses to purchase blanket 
insurance to cover all trades on a job.

Completed Job Notification 
(August, 1977)
enables a subcontractor or materialman to 
demand written notification from a public 
owner as to the date when the contract has 
been determined completed and accepted. 
Since a lien on public job can be filed at 
any time within 30 days after completion 
and acceptance of the project, a sub or 
materialman would be alerted on his last 
chance to file a lien.

Lien Filing Information  
(June, 1978)
this requires that the name of the owner 
of the real property and the name of the 

building (if different) and a legal description 
of the real property (on private jobs) be 
given on each construction contract and 
subcontract agreement. during construction, 
the contractor and subcontractor must be 
notified of any change.

Payment/Retainage (July, 1978)
contractor may hold no more that 5% 
retainage from subcontractors on progress 
payments when performance and payment 
bonds are provided. law requires contractors 
to pay subs within 15 days after the contractor 
receives payment from public owners.

Recovery of Interest and Fees in Bond 
Claims (July, 1980)
law authorizes a judge to compensate 
subcontractors and suppliers who recover 
on public improvement action against a labor 
and material payment bond by allowing the 
recovery to include interest. the recovery 
may also provide reasonable attorney’s 
fees when the court feels that the claim or 
defense against the bond was frivolous.

Extension of Payment Bond Filing 
Time (June, 1980)
law extends the time period for a second-
tier sub to file a notice against a payment 
bond to 120 days (similar to the lien period) 
and allows a sub to initiate a suit up to one 
year from the time his payment becomes 
due on private or public jobs.

1981-1987
Sub to be Paid Percentage of Work 
Completed (June, 1981)
this requires contractors to pay the 
subcontractors the amount received from 
the public owner. the contractor is required 
to pay the subcontractor the amount 

representing that portion of the sub’s work 
that has been completed and accepted.

Private Job Payment Bonds to be Filed 
(June, 1981)
When the cost of construction on a private 
project exceeds $10,000, you are required 
to file copies of payment and performance 
bonds with the county clerk’s office in the 
county where the job is done.

Intermediate Hold Harmless  
(August, 1981)
prohibits the use of “hold harmless” 
agreements wherein owners and general 
contractors require subcontractors to 
indemnify them for partial negligence of 
such owners and contractors.

Extension of Lien Filing Time  
(July, 1982)
this extends the lien filing period on private 
work from the previous four months to eight 
months from the last performance of work 
or furnishing of materials. the four-month 
period continues to apply to single-family 
dwellings. note: the eight-month lien period 
applies only if the owner’s construction 
contract was entered into after Sept. 1, 1982.

Timely Requisition Required for 
Contingent (August, 1983)
law prevents a contractor from claiming 
a contingency payment contract clause 
“the sub gets paid only if and when the 
contractor is paid by the owner” as a 
defense to a demand for payment by a 
subcontractor, where the contractor has 
failed to requisition final payment within 90 
days of substantial completion of public job.

Laws That Make Bottom Line Sense for Subcontractors
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STA’s Legislative Victories Support Subcontractors’ Economic Vitality

“ Although there are hundreds of benefits 
to being a member of the STA, the biggest 
benefit is having the opportunities to meet 
with many public city and state agencies in 
order to help improve relationships between 
the subcontracting community and those 
entities. The STA is a great organization and 
every subcontractor conducting business in 
New York City should be a member.”

-Lawrence Roman, Chief Executive Officer, WDF Inc.

[ Continued on Page S 10 ]



Who is C.D.E.? 
C.D.E. Air Conditioning Co., Inc. has extensive experience in HVAC 

installations and replacements, particularly specializing in institutional and 

governmental work. 

C.D.E. believes that the longevity and success of any business, large or small 
is the result of teamwork and respect. This holds true for internal 
relationships and relationships with clients and other trades. A respect for, 
and implementation of, the business philosophy and ethical standards of the 
firm on the part of the employees is key. C.D.E. is fortunate to have a staff, 
both past and present, who have had long histories with the firm (often 
spanning decades). The team includes nine (9) mechanical engineers, each 
having vast experience in all phases of HVAC contracting. 

With bonding capacity of approximately $50,000,000 per contract and an 
aggregate of approximately $150,000,000, C.D.E. is prepared to take on your 
projects of both large and small scale. 

Our History 
C.D.E. Air Conditioning Co., Inc. was founded in 1930 as Commercial Domestic Electric by 
Joseph F. Azara, Sr.. It was a one person operation that repaired electric appliances. In its 
early years, the company operated as a residential refrigerator repairer and the name 
quickly evolved to C.D.E. Refrigeration. 
 

The company grew slowly and shifted to commercial reach-in refrigerators and then walk-
in refrigerators. Joseph Azara continued as a mechanic and proprietor until the 1950’s, 
working in the shop during the day. In the evenings, after dinner and a change of clothes, 
he would go out to sell refrigeration. One morning he came in to the shop and announced 
that “we got our first air conditioning job.” When questioned about his knowledge of air 
conditioning his response was “same thing, bigger room.” C.D.E. carved out a niche as the 
leading heating and air conditioning contractor for funeral homes in Brooklyn in the late 

nineteen-fifties using a signature design developed by Joseph, Sr.. 

In the sixties, a shift was made toward municipal work, largely with the Department of 
Public Works (DPW). Later, the DPW became the Department of General Services (DGS) and 
today is the Department of Design and Construction (DDC) and the Department of Citywide 
Administrative Services (DCAS). 
Joseph F. Azara, Jr. became President in 1979 and is still the CEO. Today, C.D.E. does 
municipal HVAC work almost exclusively for many agencies including DEP, DDC, DCAS, 
DOS, DPR, DOT, EDC and HPD. Other clients include the TBTA, PANYNJ, HHC, NYCHA and 
DASNY. 

Brian J. Azara joined the company after spending two years with Atkinson Koven Feinberg 
Engineers (AKF). He has assumed the position of Corporate Secretary. Brian is the “Third 
Generation” of Azaras in the HVAC business. 

C.D.E. Air Conditioning Co., Inc. 

321 39th Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11232 

 

www.cdeair.com Joseph F. Azara – President 
Tel. 718.788.1040 Mitchell I. Merdinger – Vice President 

Fax 718.788.2046 Brian J. Azara - Secretary 

                     Over 80 Years 

of HVAC experience 

Heritage 
 

C.D.E. Air Conditioning has been a mainstay in 
the New York City HVAC industry for over 80 
years. With a tradition of teamwork and integrity, 
C.D.E. is moving forward toward its 100th year. 
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Prompt Payment 
(July, 1984)
law requires state agencies and the comp-
troller’s office to make contract payments 
within 45 days (period reduced to 30 days 
in 1988), or face an interest payment that 
would be charged to the responsible agency.

Plan Deposit Refund  
(August, 1984)
this allows non-bidders and subcontractors 
who don’t bid directly with the public owner to 
recoup deposit less the actual cost of reproduc-
tion if the plans are returned in good condition.

Interest on Diverted Trust Funds  
(July, 1985)
this provides for payment of interest on 
diverted trust funds and that a trustee or 
transferee shall be liable for interest on 
funds diverted for public or private jobs.

Individual Claims Replace  
Previous Class Action (July, 1985)
Based on this law, claimants are now 
allowed to maintain a class action 
regardless of the number of claimants  
in public or private jobs.

Trust Fund Rights Extended 
(August, 1986)
this extends the time period subs may file 
claim under trust provisions of lien law for 
public and private jobs.

1988-1999
Time Period Established for Subs  
to Obtain Contract Information  
(June, 1988)
this provides for a 30-day time period 
within which a construction owner must 

provide a sub or supplier the terms of his 
contract with the prime contractor.

Eight-Month Lien Filing Period  
(July, 1989)
this clarifies the lien law as to when the 
eight-month period applies as opposed to 
the four-month period. law provides an 
eight-month filing period for liens by subs 
and suppliers when performing work for 
housing developers.

“ The subcontractor is the backbone of 
building construction. The STA has been, 
and continues to be, one of the few voices 
advocating the interests and rights of the 
subcontractor. With active participation, we 
can build upon our proud past and lead into 
the future.” 

-John A. Finamore, Sr., President, Jordan Panel Systems Corp.

[ Continued on Page S 13 ]
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In recognition of the 

 

SUBCONTRACTORS TRADE ASSOCIATION 

 

for its tireless dedication to the industry 

 

A.J. McNulty & Co., Inc. 
 

 
 

Structural Steel & Precast Concrete Construction 

Since 1925 

 

53-20 44th Street, Maspeth, NY 11378  Tel:  718-784-1655                   Fax:  718-784-3889 



ITC Is Your Single Source for 
Energy Management 

and Integrated Building Solutions 

Bud Flynn - James Flynn - John Trial 

Visit us at www.itcservices.com 

- -

-



  
  

  
   

 

 

50 Prescott Street | Jersey City, NJ 07304 
Ph: (201) 395-0010 | Fax: (201) 395-0020 

www.eaienviro.com 

EAI, Inc. 
 Environmental Management Services 
 Specialty Contracting and Coatings 

VVVAAAPPPOOORRR   BBBAAARRRRRRIIIEEERRR   IIINNNSSSTTTAAALLLLLLAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS   

WWWAAATTTEEERRRPPPRRROOOOOOFFFIIINNNGGG      

AAAIIIRRR   BBBAAARRRRRRIIIEEERRR   IIINNNSSSTTTAAALLLLLLAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS   

VVVEEENNNTTTIIINNNGGG///MMMOOONNNIIITTTOOORRRIIINNNGGG   SSSYYYSSSTTTEEEMMM   IIINNNSSSTTTAAALLLLLLAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS   

TTTAAANNNKKK   SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEESSS   

AAAIIIRRR   MMMOOONNNIIITTTOOORRRIIINNNGGG   

RRREEEMMMEEEDDDIIIAAATTTIIIOOONNN   

AAASSSBBBEEESSSTTTOOOSSS///LLLEEEAAADDD   

LLLIIIQQQUUUIIIDDD   BBBOOOOOOTTT///GGGEEEOOOVVVEEENNNTTT   IIINNNSSSTTTAAALLLLLLAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS   

SSSAAANNNDDDBBBLLLAAASSSTTTIIINNNGGG   

 

Call EAI for All Your Environmental Needs 
 

 
Contracting & Consulting 

Licensed  Bonded  Insured 
 



enr.com/newYork/Specialad/  September 10, 2012  |  S 13

Special advertiSing Section Subcontractors trade association  

Amendment of Lien Law in Relation  
to Continuing a Mechanic’s Lien 
(July, 1989)
this amends the lien law in relation to 
continuing a mechanic’s lien on a public 
improvement lien by filing an extension 
thereto.

Interest Pass Through on Late 
Payments (July, 1989)
this requires interest pass through on late 
payment from the state to primes.

Subcontractor Prompt Payment 
(July, 1990)
the amends section 139-f of the State 
Finance law. this added teeth to the 
15-day period between prime contractors 
and subcontractors on state projects by 
asserting interest penalties against prime 
contractors who fail to pay within 15 days.

Amendment of Section 11-B of the 
Lien Law (1990)
this amendment allows the mandatory 
service of a copy of the notice of lien to the 
contractor to be made either simultaneously 
with the filing of such notice with the county 
clerk or within 30 days thereafter.

Service of Lien by Mail (1991)
this law enacted in 1991 amended section 

11 of the lien law. it made it clear that 
lienors may choose from a number of 
alternative methods of serving a copy of the 
notice of lien upon the owner in the first 
instance, without first having to attempt 
personal service.

Amendment of the Lien Law as It 
Relates to the Industrial Development 
Agency (1992)
this new law permits subcontractors and 
suppliers the right to file a lien against 

projects financed through the industrial 
development agencies.

Prompt Pay (1992)
passed in 1992, this act amends the 
general municipal law related to providing 
interest to contractors upon late payment 
by a public owner and providing interest to 
subcontractors and materialmen upon late 
payment by a contractor.

“ The STA provides subcontractors with the 
strength and protection that individual 
members would not be able to achieve on 
their own. With this unified voice much 
more has been accomplished and the STA 
has given subcontractors the opportunity 
to collaborate for decades in order to build a 
stronger industry.” 

-W. Scott Rives, President, Woodworks Construction Co.
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Hold Harmless Technical Corrections 
Bill (1993)
this bill made a technical correction to clarify 
Subdivision1 Section 5-322.1 of the general 
obligations law which was causing confusion 
due to an error in the original wording.

Prompt Pay Law – Permanent (1992)
this new law has reduced the payment 
period of 45 days to 30 days with some 
exceptions. the law now requires local 
governments which includes cities, 
counties, towns, villages and school district 
to pay interest on payments made later than 
30 days after the contractor has submitted 
an “approval requisition” for payment.

Lien Law Made More “User Friendly” 
(1996)
the new law allows subcontractors and 
suppliers to serve a copy of the notice of 
lien on the owner and/or contractor up to 
five days prior to filing the notice of lien in 
the county clerk’s office or with the public 
owner. the lienor can now mail their notice 
of lien to the owner and/or contractor 
at the same time the lien is mailed to the 
county clerk or public owner.

2000-Present
Extends Duration of Public Lien 
(Section 18 Lien Law) (2000)
extended the duration of public 
improvement liens from six months to  
one year. also established a limit on the 
number of extensions of both private  
and public improvement liens which 
 are allowed.

Lien Discharge Undertakings  
(Section 21 Lien Law) (2002)
Sets the amount of an undertaking  
required to discharge a lien at 100% of  
the lien amount. prior to enactment of  
this law, undertakings to discharge liens 
(usually in the form of a bond), were 
required to be set by a judge with or with-
out a stipulated agreement between the 
surety providing the bond and the lienor. 
this eliminates the time and expense of  
this procedure by setting the amount  
of the undertaking at 110% of the  
lien amount.

Technical Amendment – Duration 
of Public Lien (Section 21 Lien Law) 
(2003)
Makes Section 21 of the lien law consistent 
with Section 18 of the lien law, as 
amended by eSSa in 2000, which extended 
the duration of public improvement liens 
from six months to one year.

Modifies the Miller Act to Provide 
100% Payment Bond (2003) 
on the federal level modification of the 
Miller act established in 1993, which 
provided 100% performance bond but only 
$2,500,000 for a payment bond. effected 
January 1, 2003, we were able to modify 
the Miller act to provide 100% performance 
bond and 100% payment bond for all 
subcontractors and suppliers. the Miller act 
had not been updated since 1933. the 1993 
amendment was signed by Bill clinton.

Payment Bond on Hybrid Projects 
(Section 5 Lien Law) (2004)
requires payment bonds or other forms of 
security to be posted by owners on certain 
“hybrid” construction projects valued at 
more than $250,000, such as those where a 
private building is constructed on public land.

[ Continued on Page S 17 ]
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Feldman Lumber is much more than just a lumber company. 
We offer the largest selection of high-quality building supplies 
and specialty products from best-in-class manufacturers to 
meet your ever-changing business needs. Our fruitful vendor 
relationships provide you, our customers, with the industry’s 
newest and best products.

From metal to millwork … fl ooring to fi restopping … structural 
steel to sanded plywood … wallboard to Weather Shield 
Windows … we’ve got everything you need to complete your 
projects. And with three full-service locations in the New York 
Metropolitan Area, we can get you the products you need, when 
you need them, at the right price.
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The STA recently announced its new 
committees, and there are many 
exciting opportunities for members to 
further engage with the association. 
STA Committees for 2012-2013 
include: 

● Architecture - John Finamore
● Business Development - Peter Cafiero
● Business Practice Interchange - Robert   
 J. Ansbro
● Dinner Dance & Journal - W. Scott Rives
● Engineering - Brent Fleisher
● Finance - Anthony Campolo
● Green Building - Patrick Gallagher
● Insurance - David Marino
● Legislative - Arthur Rubinstein
● Membership - Gloria Kemper
● M/WBE - Christine Donaldson Boccia
● Program & Education - James Flynn
● Public Agencies - Joseph Azara
● School Construction Authority - Jerry Liss
● Surety - Benedict Tockarshewsky
● Technology - David Warshauer

Joining a committee is the best 
way for members to become more 

involved in the STA. Committees 
meet just once each quarter and 
allow members to share and gain 
important industry knowledge and to  
work for the improvement of member 
companies or organizations, the STA 
and the industry-at-large.

M/WBE Initiatives
The STA has joined forces with 
the Building Trades Employers’ 
Association (BTEA) to create a joint 
M/WBE committee partnership. Both 
the STA and BTEA have done a great 
deal to support M/WBE efforts in the 
past, including countless educational 
sessions, networking programs and 
published reports. Joining forces 
will further these efforts by creating 
a stronger committee with a solid 
support structure. The committee’s 
goal is to enhance the professional 
skills, viability and competitive 
position of M/WBEs and to drive their 
growth in today’s economy. n

STA Presents New Committees & ChairsLien Foreclosure Actions (2006)
this bill would exempt owners as necessary 
parties to lien foreclosure actions where the 
lien has been “bonded off”.

Payment Bond Precondition (Section 
5-322.1 General Obligations Law) (2009)
Made contract provisions requiring  
subcontractors and suppliers to exhaust all  
lien remedies before initiating legal action 
against a payment bond against public policy, 
void and unenforceable.

Lien on Retainage Law (Chapter 367 
Laws of 2011) (2011)
amends Section 10 of the lien law, and  
will allow subcontractors to effectively  
reopen their lien rights on private projects  
and file a lien for unpaid retainage up to  
90 days after the retainage was due to  
be released.

Statute of Limitations on Payment Bond 
Claims (Chapter 380 Laws of 2011) 
(2011)
amends Section 137 of the State Finance 
law. this new law states that the statute of 
limitations for commencing a payment bond 
claim begins on the date the public improve-
ment has been completed and accepted by the 
public owner.  n[ Continued on Page S 17 ]
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Michael D. Chafetz
Mdc construction Mgt., inc.
Dan J. DeVita
penava Mechancial corp.
John Dierks
dierks Heating company, inc.
Andrew Drazic
atJ electrical
Brent Fleisher
environet Systems, llc
James Flynn
independent temperature 
control
Patrick Gallager
Bp Mechanical corp.
Craig Gilston
gilston electrical contracting
Gloria Kemper
recon construction corp.
Stephen London
commercial electrical 
contractors, inc.
Jeffrey Milad
Milad contracting corporation
Randy Rifelli 
United iron, inc.
Guy VandeVaarst 
empire System Solutions 

EXECUTIVE ADVISORY 
BOARD
Patrick Barrett
port Morris tile and Marble
Anthony J. Campolo, CPA
Marden, Harrison & Kreuter, a 
division of J.H. cohn, llp 
Ken Durr
durr Mechanical construction

STA Leadership
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Jerry Liss
president
a. liss & co. 
inc.

OFFICERS

Robert J. Ansbro
1st vice president
the new York 
roofing company

Robert Weiss
2nd vice president
a.J. Mcnulty & co. 
inc.

Henry Goldberg
legal counsel
goldberg & 
connolly

John A. Finamore
Secretary
Jordan panel 
Systems

Ron Berger
executive director
Subcontractors 
trade association

Michael Gallina 
north east community Bank 
Victor Gany
center Sheet Metal, inc.
Ken Von Glahn
park avenue Building & roofing 
Supplies, llc
Robert F. Grande, Jr.
romar Sheet Metal, inc.

Steve Keriakos
national interiros
Joseph Leo
atlantic contracting & 
Specialties, llc
David Marino 
aon risk Services
Paul Ryan
Welby, Brady & greenblatt, llp

Benedict J. Tockarshewsky
USi construction practice group
Christopher Totaro
tru-val electric corp

ACTIVE PAST 
PRESIDENTS
Greg S. Fricke, Jr.
leonard powers, inc.
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JANSONS ASSOCIATES, INC.
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JANSONS ASSOCIATES, INC.
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W. Scott Rives
Woodworks construction co., inc.
Lawrence Roman
W.d.F., inc.
Arthur Rubinstein
Skyline Steel corp.
Robert Samela
a.c. associates
Lawrence Weiss
a.J. Mcnulty & co., inc.

HONORARY PAST 
PRESIDENTS
Alan Nathanson
Forsythe plumbing &  
Heating corp.
Gary Segal
Five Star electric corp.

CONTACT US
to learn more about the benefits of 
becoming a member of the Sta, visit  
www.stanyc.com
a full directory of Sta members can be 
found at www.stanyc.com/pages/directory.html

Subcontractors Trade Association
1430 Broadway, Suite 1600
new York, nY 10018
tel: (212) 398-6220
Fax: (212) 398-6224
subcontractorstrade@verizon.net

“My membership is better 
than free—it is actually 
cash positive. I personally 
believe that joining the 
STA has put money back 
in my pocket, given me 
information I would not 
otherwise have had, 
helped me gain new 
customers, saved me 
money in various supplies 
and services, all while 
helping the industry make 
positive changes. It has 
been money well spent.”

-Robert A. Samela, President, AC Associates
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