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Over the past few months, I have read a number of articles that have to 
do with the “stimulus package” money.  There seems to be a great deal of 
concern about oversight – or really, lack thereof – over how this money is 
distributed.  I have read articles that talk about “waste and fraud” that site 
numbers like 7% for fraud alone. With hundreds of billions of dollars being 
funneled into the economy, there is a great deal of concern that there needs 
to be a better monitoring system in place. 7% can add up to an awful lot of 
money. The Government is already adding investigators, auditors, lawyers, 
and accountants to its staff to “police” these expenditures. 

While I agree that there needs to be a better oversight, my concern is that 
the money is already fl owing, and the rules and monitoring systems have not 
been fully explained to everyone who will partake of this stimulus money. 
Some of us could break rules that we do not know exist – or that do not yet 
exist, and suffer the consequences sometime in the future.  The money fl ow 
may even be slower than we expect as the various auditors and inspectors get 
involved.

We must all need to be aware that there will be people watching over the 
expenditure of all f this stimulus money, and there will be rules that need to 
be followed to get paid promptly. 

Sincerely,

Robert A. Samela, President

ADVERTISEMENT
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It is still apparent that state-wide reform (i.e., 
elimination) of the “no-damage-for-delay” provision 
in public contracts must be implemented throughout 
New York State.  The narrow coverage of New York 
City’s “Pilot Program” eliminating such counter-
productive clauses is limited to only certain New York 
City-related projects.  Broader reform is clearly needed 
that would apply to the hundreds of other public 
owners throughout New York State that regrettably 
still regularly utilize such provisions. 

Nowhere is the urgent need for reform more clearly 
illustrated, than in a recent state appellate court 
decision.  It held that an excavation contractor’s claim 
for delay damages against the City of New Rochelle 
was precluded by the contract’s no-damage-for-delay 
provision because New Rochelle and the contractor 
“contemplated” the possibility of project delay 
resulting from the presence of underground utilities.  

In that case, the excavation contractor argued that
the parties could not, and did not, contemplate such 
a delay.   Particularly, the parties did not contemplate 
that the underground utility infrastructure, once 
found, would need to be moved.  Under a well-settled 
exception to the enforcement of no-damage-for-
delay clauses, uncontemplated delays are entitled to 
be compensated in damages.  The court, however, 
disagreed, holding that the provisions in the contract, 
along with the subsequent conduct of the contractor, 
demonstrated that the contractor contemplated 
the possibility of the project being delayed due to 
the presence of utilities.  Demonstrating stunning 
ignorance of the construction process, the appellate 
court went further, holding that the contractor, an 
experienced excavator, must have reasonably foreseen 
the possibility that a utility company would be unable 
or unwilling to move its underground lines, pipes, or 

conveyances.   

This decision is a perfect illustration of the inherent 
unfairness of categorical, risk-shifting, no-damage-
for-delay contract provisions.  Although, as indicated, 
New York State’s highest court has carved out clear
exceptions to the enforcement of no-damage-for-
delay clauses, such as when delays are uncontemplated 
by the parties, there are now evidently lower courts 
and intermediate appellate courts fi nding new ways 
to avoid applying those exceptions.  In this regard, 
the court went out of its way to hold that the parties 
“contemplated” delays by fi nding that, as the 
contractor was an experienced excavator, it should 
have “reasonably foreseen the possibility” that: (1) 
there would be underground utility obstructions 
despite the lack of notice of same in the bid documents, 
and (2) that a utility company might object to moving 
the underground infrastructure thereby resulting
in delays.  

The court referenced no evidence that actually 
demonstrated that the City of New Rochelle or the 
contractor actually contemplated delays caused by 
utility interferences at the time they entered into the 
contract, or that the parties even discussed or noted
the location of the underground infrastructure.  Also 
absent from the court’s decision is any discussion as to 
whether the City breached a fundamental obligation
by failing to properly and adequately inform the 
contractor as to the location of the underground 
infrastructure.  Rather, the court, incredibly, based its 
decision not on actual facts, but on a mere “possibility.”  
How could any contractor prepare a bid that both 
protects it from the contingency of delays due to 
unknown underground utilities and is competitive?

continued on page 5
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Cutting-Edge Innovation for Green Construction
As a leader in green construction, Park Avenue offers environmentally friendly materials, including Guardian fiberglass 
insulation, low VOC paint, recycled gypsum and steel products, LEED’s valued products and Energy Star-rated windows.  
Ask us about our environmental certifications and look for energy conservation logos on many of our products.

 2120 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11233  |  Tel (718) 403-0100  |  Fax (718) 596-5085
525 Park Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11205  |  Tel (718) 403-0100  |  Fax (718) 522-7362
www.parkavebuilding.com

NEW YORK CITY’S
PREMIER GREEN  
MBE SUPPLIER

 

Going Green on Your Next Project
As an innovative M/WBE company, Park Avenue Building & Roofing Supplies  
provides an expanded roster of environmentally friendly products for your next  
project.  We are certified by Dormitory Authority of the State of NY, Empire State  
Corporation, Port Authority of NY/NJ, School Construction Authority, NY/NJ Purchasing 
Council, Department of Small Business Services. 

Setting the Standard in High-Quality Products 
Park Avenue provides one-stop shopping for the best-in-class building materials, including the following product lines:  



“No-Damage-For-Delay” Strikes Again!

Goldberg & Connolly Commentary 

Enough is enough.  This decision attempts to narrow 
the already limited exceptions to the enforcement of 
no-damage-for-delay contract provisions. The court’s 
misinterpretation of the “uncontemplated delay” 
exception is truly shocking.  If courts continue to render 
decisions like this, public contractors will have no choice 
but to include substantial contingencies in their bids in 
order to protect themselves from the losses they may 
suffer due to delays.  

This decision could be the poster child for the urgent 
need for uniform, statewide no-damage-for-delay 
reform.  While New York City has taken a small step 
in the right direction by instituting its “Pilot Program” 
eliminating the no-damage-for-delay provision on 

certain New York City projects, such reform is limited, 
being neither City-wide nor permanent.  Even within 
New York City, independent authorities or agencies do 
not come within the parameters of New York City’s Pilot 
Program.  More importantly, it is not statewide, which 
means that outside of New York City, any city, town, 
municipality, independent authority or school district, 
could continue to unreasonably shift the risk of delay 
to public contractors.    This is precisely why immediate 
statewide legislation of no-damage-for-delay reform 
is absolutely necessary for fair and competitive public 
contracting. 

Christopher K. Smith, an associate with the fi rm, 
assisted with the preparation of the article.

continued from page 3

Full Social Security Numbers No Longer
Required on Certifi ed Payroll Forms

Full Social Security Numbers No Longer Required on Certifi ed Payroll Forms

Comptroller Thompson is sensitive to concerns regarding the potential for inadvertent disclosure 
and the misuse of social security numbers. Identity theft is a growing problem and the Comptroller is 
sympathetic to agency, contractor and worker concerns with regard to inclusion of this information 
on certifi ed payroll records.

For this reason, the Comptroller’s Bureau of Labor Law will now accept the last four digits of 
social security numbers on certifi ed payrolls submitted to contracting agencies on City public work 
projects.  The policy is consistent with new policies recently adopted by the U.S. Department of 
Labor and the New York State Department of Labor.

Please note, however, that this change does not affect the Bureau’s ability to request and receive 
entire social security numbers from employers during the course of its labor law investigations.  
Therefore, both contractors and subcontractors must maintain on fi le the full social security number 
for each of their covered workers.

A revised certifi ed payroll form is posted on the Bureau of Labor Law’s website, located at
www.comptroller.nyc.gov.  Contractors may now complete this form online before printing.
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Now that you’re using LinkedIn and 
Facebook, it’s time to take a look at 
emerging professional networking 
sites. These sites can be powerful tools 
for any professional looking to advance 
their career to the next level or to 
network with targeted professionals. 
NAYMZ, Twitter, and GreenPearl are 
promising networking sites that help 
different types of professionals to 
fi nd and discover new connections, 
opportunities, ideas and information 
based on their personal background.

NAYMZ

NAYMZ is one of the fastest growing 
professional networking sites on the 
internet, with better, more effective way 
to manage and build your professional 
network than most other platforms. 
Professional networking is a critical 
element for every professional as they 
look to advance their careers during 
these times. NAYMZ can be used as a 
powerful means for all professionals 
looking to advance their career, expand 
their business, branch out into other 
sectors, and manage your professional 
brand. Online networking is an easy 
way to discover new connections, 
professional opportunities, prospects, 
ideas and information based on 
your personal background and the 
reputations that you have built. 

NAYMZ has one general philosophy; 
a good professional reputation is the 
key to effectively networking with 
other professionals. In today’s business 
environment a professional network is 
a critical element for every professional 
as they look to advance their careers. 
Unfortunately, online professional 
networking can be a consuming and 
frustrating process at times.  NAYMZ is 
unique in that it has a RepScore System, 

which is a proprietary scoring system 
that measures your reputation versus 
others in the network. You get different 
perks on the sites based on your 
RepScore. The System has ten levels, 
and you go from one level to the next by 
acquiring points and you gather them 
through Community Verifi cation, Profi le 
Completeness and Identity Verifi cation. 
The Core of RepScore is based on who 
you know and what they think of you. 
NAYMZ has introduced the Reputation 
Network to allow you to connect with 
your associates and allow them to 
comment on your reputation. Points 
are determined by the reputation of 
those in your network and their opinion
of you!

GREENPEARL

GreenPearl is a professional networking 
site that offers unique services to 
professional users in mainly the 
commercial real estate industry. 
GreenPearl has a directory listing over 
450,000 real estate professionals, 
investors, and principals with a 
marketplace for properties, fi nancing, 
investment opportunities, available 
space, and services. The platform is 
unique in that it has a community of 
thousands of organizations, including 
investment clubs, alumni groups, 
professionals associations, and 
companies. Promoters and organizers 
for the real estate industry in select 
cities across the United States often 
post their events on the site to draw in a 
large networking crowd. 

TWITTER

Twitter is also a unique networking 
platform that connects professionals 
with over one million users all over 
the world.  Twitter allows you to stay 

connected with your friends, family, and 
co-workers through the exchange of 
quick, frequent answers to one simple 
question: What are you doing? With 
Twitter, you can stay connected to your 
friends and always know what they’re 
doing. While using Twitter you can stop 
following the activities of those you 
are connected with by setting quiet 
times on the platform so you’re not 
interrupted. Twitter allows you to be in 
control and becomes a modern antidote 
to information overload.

Platforms such a NAYMZ, Twitter, and 
GreenPearl offer unique networking 
opportunities for professionals in various 
industries. These sites help you stay 
connected with colleagues and business 
prospects while meeting other people 
in your industry that can help to further 
your business. Extended networks of 
connected people are unique tools to 
reach current clients and partners, new 
prospects and peers in a direct and 
effective way. Networking sites give you 
direct interaction with clients, peers and 
relevant industries while fi nding new 
business prospects and partners

Sarah S. Berman serves as President 
of The Berman Group, a full-service 
marketing, public relations and special 
events fi rm based in New York City.  
The fi rm specializes in serving business-
to-business clients in the real estate, 
construction and professional services 
industries. The fi rm’s website can be 
found at bermangrp.com.

NEXT GENERATION ONLINE 
NETWORKING
BY SARAH S. BERMAN, PRESIDENT, THE BERMAN GROUP, INC.
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Founded in 1979 by Bernard “Bud” 
Flynn, Independent Temperature 
Control Services, Inc. (ITC) has been 
an active member of the STA since 
1988, specializing in furnishing and 
installing automatic temperature 
and control systems in commercial 
and industrial buildings. Based in 
College Point, New York, ITC is one 
of the leading control contractor 
companies in the New York 
Metropolitan area and is responsible 
for a revolutionary energy-saving 
discovery  which will further the 
advancement and effectiveness of 
the “green” movement.  ITC is a 
member of the USGBC - NY chapter 

and will be an exhibitor at the Green Building Expo 
in Manhattan this September.  James Flynn, Secretary-
Treasurer of ITC, has been working with ITC since 1981 
along with John Trial, Vice President of Operations 
since 1993 and have played a big part in managing the 
company to allow it to grow and improve to fi t the 
needs of our changing times. 

ITC provides sales, installation and service primarily to 
the mechanical trades of the construction industry.  The 
company is a participating member with the United 
Association Plumbers and Pipe Fitters, the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters.  In 1994, ITC became an 
exclusive Authorized Building Control Specialist (ABCS) 
for Johnson Controls.  Last year, ITC, has been ranked 
Number One by Johnson Controls from over 100 ABCS’s 
in North America.  ITC has been distinguished with this 
prestigious award twice previously.

What makes ITC stand out from the other control 
companies is their revolutionary energy-saving 
discovery, which came about in 2006, during their 
work on a very large apartment complex in New York 

City. They found that by modulating steam supply 
temperature, something that has thus far never been 
achieved, they could conserve energy, save the client 
millions of dollars on their steam consumption bill, 
and maintain more consistent temperature levels for 
the apartment residents.  This capital improvement 
project paid for itself in three years and is now saving 
the owner tens of millions of dollars annually. 

ITC has been sanctioned by the NYC Department of 
Education (DOE) to perform a pilot program at one of 
their locations to implement the same Patent-Pending 
program to see if similar type savings could be achieved.  
The system has been successfully installed and will take 
approximately two years for the data to be collected 
and reviewed to see if the savings were achieved.

ITC is also exploring different types of applications with 
its Patent-Pending program for other steam systems as 
well.

The system has several components including an 
outdoor air temperature sensor, a steam supply 
temperature sensor, a direct digital controller and 
an output to start a vacuum pump. The sensors and 
pump work together to regulate the temperature of 
the steam released by the source. When the central 
temperature control system senses that the outdoor air 
temperature has dropped below 55 - 60 degrees, the 
outdoor air sensor activates the heating mechanism 
which maintains the steam supply temperature at the 
desired set point. 

In the approximate 125 years of the temperature 
control systems industry, no one, to the best of the 
company’s knowledge, has ever accomplished what 
ITC accomplished in the year of 2006. “To adjust steam 
supply temperature was thought to be impossible.” 
James Flynn explained.  “ITC fi gured out a way to 
reduce steam consumption while still maintaining 
proper temperature inside the dwelling that the steam 

continued on page 9

STA Profi le: Independent Temperature 
Control Services

James Flynn
Secretary/Treasurer

Bernard Flynn
President
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DRIVEN.
We go above and beyond for every client, every day.

Our passion drives us, our commitment gets it done.  That’s why this industry’s biggest names count on Allied North America.  As 
construction insurance specialists, our clients count on us for what we know and who we are.  We’re passionate professionals 
respected for our knowledge and consistency, joined together from coast to coast by an unwavering industry focus that’s guided 
our growth for over 25 years.  Allied North America: Risk management specialists for the construction industry.

1-866-525-3606 |  www.alliedna.com

President & CEO
Allied North America

HENRY LOMBARDI



STA CONTRACTORS RECEIVE $16 MILLION IN 
DISCOUNT AND DIVIDENDS

Allied Safety Management is pleased to announce, the Executive Committee of the Empire State 
Subcontractors Association Safety Group 560, declared a 25% Dividend for the 5/1/07 to 5/1/08 
policy period.  The dividend is in addition to the 25% advance Discount the Safety Group members 
enjoyed for the same period.

As a result of the Safety Group’s excellent loss history and very strong Contingent 
Balance, the State Insurance Fund granted Safety Group 560 an upfront additonal 
discount of 25% for the 5/1/09-5/1/10 renewal term.

The Empire State Subcontractors Association Safety Group has been in existence since May of 1994 
and is comprised of members from both the Northeastern Subcontractors Association (NESCA) and 
the New York City Subcontractors Trade Association (STA).

To date Group members, a majority of which are STA contractors, have received a total 
in excess of $16 million dollars in the form of dividends and upfront discounts.

Allied Safety Management congratulates all the members of the Safety Group and their Executive 
Committee, for the great job they have done over the past 15 years.  If you are interested in 
joining the STA Safety Group, please contact:

John Blackmore
Vice President & Director Of Workers’ Compensation
Allied Safety Management
390 North Broadway
Jericho, NY 11753
516-733-9252

Independent Temperature Control Services

system serves.”  ITC has attained “Patent-Pending” 
status with the United States Patent Offi ce on this 
revolutionary discovery.

As a union contractor, ITC fully understands the strength 
of union labor and collective bargaining.  Bud, James, 
Bill Flynn and John Trial are/were all union plumbers 
and maintain the pride of union quality craftsmanship 

in their work.  That is the one of the main reasons 
ITC has joined as an active member of the STA and 
the Building Trade Employers’ Association.  James 
Flynn believes that, “When you are a part of the STA 
you achieve strength in numbers and become united 
as one voice; certainly gaining a lot more power, 
authority and respect…much more than you would  
otherwise have.”

continued from page 7
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“Thanks Dad”
BY RICHARD BRESLAW, GEORGE BRESLAW & SONS, INC.

George Breslaw, my Dad was born in Vilna, Poland in 1900 and 
immigrated to Mexico in 1921. While in Mexico for only two years 
he worked on locomotives and even became an acquaintance of 
Poncho Villa who ironically was assassinated in 1923, the year Dad 
immigrated to the United States and settled in New York City.  Dad 
left Mexico when friends of his were arranging a marriage with a 
farm girl.

Dad always good with his hands obtained employment with several 
plumbing contractors and he eventually became a licensed plumber 
and opened his own business in 1929. During 1933, Dad, not only 
married Mom, Gertrude, but became a union plumbing contractor. 
During the following twelve years 3 sons were born. My oldest 
brother Milton graduated in 1957 from the University of Iowa with a 
B.S. degree in Civil and Sanitary Engineering. I, the baby, graduated 
from Fairleigh Dickinson University in 1967 with a B.A. degree in 
Economics. 

Dad ran a one man operation. No matter the magnitude or the 
importance of the problem, Dad repaired it himself. I remember a 
story my mother told me. A call was placed to our home at 10 P.M. 
Dad already in bed with pajamas answered the call. Within moments 
he had his pants over his pajama bottom and was out the door. He 
did not return home until the next night with his pajamas still under 
his pants.

My father sacrifi ced for his family but it was his commitment, focus, 
intelligence, professionalism and love for the plumbing business that 
helped Dad not only succeed but also become an icon in my heart as 
well as others he knew in his public and private life. All his friends 
called him by his fi rst name George; he would have it no other way.

In 1953 the City of New York purchased Dad’s building (thru eminent 
domain) on 49th Street. Dad didn’t bat an eye; he relocated to our 
current address at the Northeast corner of 45th Street and 11th 
Avenue where we proudly display our banners on our building.

Today my son Seth represents the 3rd generation of this respected 
dynamic family business that serves the New York City area. Seth is 
married to his wife Tobi and has two children Jaiden Tess, age 4 and 
Cooper Shea, age 2. The seeds are in place for the 4th generation to 
continue the business. I hope Seth told his wife.

This is our 80th year, I am sure my Dad is proud that his hard work, 
long hours and total commitment to the business is the reason for 
the continued success. 

Dad,

Thank you for marrying Mom and 
having me.

Thank you for becoming a 
plumber.

Thank you for becoming a 
licensed plumbing contractor.

Thank you for raising me and 
giving me an education.

Thank you for accepting me into 
the family business and guiding 
me to become a licensed plumber.

I love you Dad,

I always have

and I always will.

Your son,

Richard
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There is usually a slew of litigation 
concerning the New York Mechanics

Lien Law and construction cases 
generally, reported either offi cially 
or in various publications available to
the bench, the bar and parties 
engaged in the construction industry.  
The year 2009 has thus far proved 
no exception.  Following are cases 
of interest that have been reported
this year.

In a complicated consolidated 
case, brought in Supreme Court,
Westchester County, to recover 
damages for breach of contract and 
to foreclose a mechanics lien, the 
Court held that a mechanics lien is 
valid for one year from the date of 
fi ling, unless within that time, an 
action is commenced to foreclose the 
lien or an extension for an additional 
year is fi led (Lien Law Section 17, 
19).  However, pursuant to Lien Law 
Section 44, a lienor who has been 
made a party defendant in a lien 
foreclosure case must set forth its lien 
in its answer or counter claim unless 
the complaint admits and no other 
defendant contests the existence 
and/or the validity of the defendant’s 
lien or the defendant’s lien shall be 
deemed to be waived.  In short, a 
lienor who has been made a party 
defendant in a lien foreclosure case 
must seek affi rmative relief by way 
of counter claim and/or cross claim 
and allege all facts necessary for the 
foreclosure of its mechanics lien as
an independent cause of action or 

lose its lien  claim.

n another case instituted in Supreme 
Court, Westchester County, the 
Appellate Division modifi ed the 
lower court decision, holding that
the project was a private improvement 
and not a public improvement, and 
consequently the public improvement 
lien that was fi led was invalid and 
the surety bond that bonded the 
lien was not available to the lienor 
supplier because it bonded an invalid 
lien.  Since the lien was invalid and 
could not be foreclosed, the bonding 
company could not be liable and
both lienor’s action and the case 
against the bonding company 
bonding the lien were dismissed by
the Appellate Court.  The lesson to
 both attorney and lienor:  Do not
assume a project is a public 
improvement or a private 
improvement.  Establish the fact.  A 
college and its housing facility may, 
in fact, be a private improvement 
and a public improvement lien will 
not do the job.  The irony is that the 
subcontractor’s lien was dismissed 
and its case against the bonding 
company was dismissed.  One loss for 
the subcontractor and one win for
the bonding company- Not good!

Finally, in a case in upstate New 
York, the plaintiff subcontractor 
commenced an action seeking to 
foreclose a mechanic’s lien on a 
construction project in Oneida 
County.  The defendant and general 
contractor moved for summary 

judgment on the grounds that the 
lienor subcontractor failed to set
forth the labor performed or materials 
furnished or its agreed price or value,  
purportedly on the ground that it 
was to be paid on a “cost plus basis”.  
The Supreme Court refused to grant 
the defendant general contractor 
summary judgment.  The Appellate 
Division reversed the lower Court’s 
determination and granted summary 
judgment against the subcontractor
in its action to foreclose because it 
failed to set forth essential elements 
of a mechanic’s lien, i.e. the “agreed 
price” or “value” or in the alternative, 
the includible costs and the
percentage thereof provided by 
contract to be added.  The Court 
further declared that it was not the 
burden of the defendant general 
contractor to plead as an affi rmative 
defense the defects in the plaintiff’s 
notice of mechanic’s lien.  Rather, 
the Court held it was the lienor’s 
obligation to plead and prove the 
validity of its notice of mechanics lien 
by alleging its includible costs and the 
percentage thereof provided in its 
contract to be added on.

The New York Mechanics Lien Law 
with its long history is an intricate 
body of law with substantial and 
complicated precedent. 

BY JAY KUSHNER, ESQ., OF COUNSEL, ALVY & TABLANTE, LLP AND STA LEGAL COUNSEL

L E G A L  L O G

Lien Law Litigation
Some Do’s and Don’ts

Mr. Kushner is Of Counsel to the law 

fi rm of Alvy & Tablante, LLP.  He may 

be reached at (516) 328-7181.
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STA Tech Fair 2009

The STA held its fi rst ever Technology Fair at the Terrace on the park on April 22.  An excitement was in the 

air as the vendors busily set up their booths anticipating business opportunities from the attendees coming 

to the event.  Fifteen national vendors including Autodesk, Trimble, C/F Data Systems, On Center Software, 

Allied North America, McGraw-Hill and others exhibited their wares to the mingling crowd prior to the 

event.  After a period of show and tell, the over 120 attendees fi led in to the dining area to have dinner 

and hear opening remarks and the three panel presentations. In his opening comments, James Barrett of 

Turner Construction, who helped co-sponsor the show, highlighted the promise of collaboration and BIM 

in our industry from GC to sub. My comments representing the STA focused on technology initiatives to 

improve greater transparency in the industry.   A partial result would be prompter pay on pending items or 

the lowering of retainages held through a more accurate visual agreement on percent completes in trade 

payment breakdowns.  

Then it was on to the panel discussions, fi rst of which was on estimating and how estimating programs 

are evolving both in a 2-D world and 3-D world.  Especially effective was the opening speaker Greg Duyka 

of On-Center Software who had an interesting visual takeoff product known as On-Screen Takeoff and 

afterward said the conference was so successful he “ran out of business cards”.  Industry giant Autodesk 

profi led their new program QTO and how estimating may evolve to also build models and get quantities 

takeoffs automatically.  Next, a Productivity  Panel featured STA member Component Assembly Systems and 

how the award winning software we call CASim, now a product offering from C/F Data Systems,  increased 

productivity by tracking labor codes and analyzing risk along the way to avoid unknown miscues which 

cause jobs to be less profi table or lose money.  Especially interesting were comments from CAS Foreman 

Anthony Alvino in how “having access to the information from home of the job site through the system 

has enabled me to adjust for missing production goals and get us back on track”.  Finally, the panel on 

Building Information Modeling or BIM highlighted work by Turner Construction at Yankee Stadium to get 

subcontractors in the Big Room of collaboration, where subs could “fi ght for space in the model” according 

to Turner’s Jim Barrett.  This effort helped the Stadium avoid unnecessary change orders and RFI’s, leading 

to an on time and on budget project. A detailed presentation by STA member Bill Boniface showed how 

Bonland Industries,  a sheet metal contractor, worked in a BIM environment, hosting information on a 

website set up by his company which has led to other business opportunities in technology investments 

for his fi rm.  The night was capped off by Turner New York’s leader Pat DiFilippo’s closing remarks to 

encourage greater technology adoption from subs in the construction process, and how attending a show 

like this is a very good fi rst step.  

The show was an unqualifi ed success thanks in large part to Ron Berger and Aris Spenjian of the STA, Sarah 

Berman and James Melnichok at The Berman Group, and Jim Barrett of Turner, especially in his efforts 

to help secure quality vendors.  The STA was able to make it a profi table endeavor and looks forward to 

next year’s show which is already in the planning stages with the STA’s Technology Committee.  We look 

forward to another exciting show next Spring!

BY JOHN RAPAPORT, COMPONENT ASSEMBLY SYSTEMS

STA Subcontractors News14



Allied North America exhibit Independent Temperature Control Services, Inc. booth

SolidWorks exhibit Seth Horowitz, Publisher, New York Construction, Ron Berger, 
Executive Director, STA and John Rapaport, Chairman, 
STA Tech Committee

Guests at STA Technology Expo James Barrett, National Manager of Virtual Construction 
Technology, Turner Construction Company
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THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY’S ONLINE MATERIALS & 
EQUIPMENT SOURCE FOR UNION SUBCONTRACTORS

WELCOME TO THE
EQUIPMENT EXCHANGE

Please email your announcements to the STA Equipment Exchange today! 
 
THE BUSINESS EXCHANGE CAN BE FOUND AT WWW.STANYC.COM/EXCHANGE

This special online forum at stanyc.com/exchange is designed to allow members of the 
Subcontractors Trade Association to communicate with one another with the goal of bartering 
or selling excess equipment or materials.

Members of the STA can email announcements to the STA web host at sta@bermangrp.com 
to post notices.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Welcome New Members:

Christine Donaldson-Boccia

Donaldson Traditional Interiors
199 Broadway
Huntington Station, NY 11746
Tel: 631-549-1338
Fax: 631-549-1309
donaldsontrad@aol.com
Drywall

Referred by V. Charles Cottitta

Michael Tommasi

Interior Metals
255 48th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11220
Tel: 718-439-7324
Fax: 718-439-8723
mike@interiormetals.com

Metal/Glass Construction Specialties

Richard J. Halloran

United Hoisting & Scaffolding Corp.
38-51 11th Street
Long Island City, NY 11101
Tel: 718-786-3338
Fax: 718-784-4215
richardhalloran@unitedhoisting.com
Hoisting & Hoisting Towers

Richard Ferrucci

RFF & Associates, Inc.
1001 Franklin Avenue, Suite 208
Garden City, NY 11530
Tel: 516-414-8900
Fax: 516-414-8987
white@rffassociates.com
Insurance Surety/Bonds

Referred by Ben Tockarshewsky

Daniel Teutul

Gabriel Steel Erectors, Inc.
27 Stone Castle Road
Rock Tavern, NY 12575
Tel: 845-564-8421
Fax: 845-564-8415
dant@ocillc.com
Metal/Glass Construction Specialties

Referred by Robert Samela

Jerry Shauder

TouchTel Technology Group Electrical Services
42 Broadway
New York, NY 10004
Tel: 212-809-2101
Fax: 212-809-2104
jshauder@touchteltech.com
Communication Systems

David Roberts

Liberty Mutual Surety
1211 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10036
Tel: 212-221-4748
Fax: 212-221-5608
davidd.roberts@libertymutual.com
Insurance Surety/Bonds

Referred by Ben Tockarshewsky
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Equipment Rental

www.ableequipment.com

Rigging Contractors Inc.

www.ablerigging.com

Power Systems

i C

i R

P S

New York .  New Jersey .  Connect icut
200 Dixon Avenue .  Amityvi l le,  NY 11701

RENTAL · RIGGING · POWER

V.CHARLES COTTITTA
Director, Business Development

516.420.4444  offi ce
516.320.0085  mobile
516.420.5555  fax
888.838.4043  toll free
charles@ableequipment.com

Gary and Bob’s bios are set forth below:

Gary Wirth has joined the Woodbury offi ce of Kaufman Dolowich Voluck & Gonzo LLP as a Partner on May 11, 

2009.  He has been an active practicing attorney for over 30 years, specializing as a litigator with an emphasis in 

construction and suretyship law.  He also has experience in real estate and estate work.  Gary most recently worked 

as Of Counsel at Torre, Lentz, Gamell, Gary & Rittmaster, LLP.  Reach Gary in Woodbury, NY at 516.681.1100 or 

gwirth@kdvglaw.com.

Robert Mark Wasko has joined the Manhattan offi ce of Kaufman Dolowich Voluck & Gonzo LLP as Of Counsel 

as of May 14, 2009.  He will concentrate in construction and suretyship law, including drafting and negotiating 

contracts and litigating in Court and in arbitration on construction related issues.  He joins KDVG with more than 

30 years experience and 20 years concentrating on construction law, most recently as Of Counsel at Torre, Lentz, 

Gamell, Gary & Rittmaster, LLP and prior to that, with the fi rm of Altieri, Kushner & Miuccio, P.C. and the Law 

Offi ces of Melvin J. Kalish.  Reach Bob in New York, NY at 212.485.9600 or rwasko@kdvglaw.com.

Gary Wirth and Bob Wasko Join Kaufman 
Dolowich Voluck & Gonzo LLP

Gary Wirth (Partner) and Bob Wasko (Of Counsel), two 

experienced construction lawyers, have joined the 

AV-rated national law fi rm of Kaufman Dolowich Voluck 

& Gonzo LLP (“KDVG”).  KDVG practices law not only in 

the area of construction but in other disciplines such as, 

but not necessarily limited to, labor and employment law.

We invite you to visit the KDVG website at www.kdvglaw.com.
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ADVERTISEMENT

A SPECIAL PROGRAM DESIGNED TO REWARD MEMBERS 
WHO RECRUIT NEW SUBCONTRACTOR MEMBERS TO THE STA

STA MEMBERSHIP 
INCENTIVE PROGRAM2009

Subcontractors Trade Association 
1430 Broadway, Suite 1600    New York, NY  10018    Tel:  (212) 398-6220    Fax: (212) 398-6224    www.stanyc.com

The Subcontractors Trade Association is pleased to announce a new incentive program designed to reward 
those who recruit new members in 2009. The following rewards will be offered to STA members for membership 
recruitment. Each new member can be applied to only one reward:

RECRUIT ONE NEW MEMBER TO THE STA:

RECEIVE TWO FREE TICKETS TO A BROADWAY SHOW

RECRUIT TWO NEW MEMBERS TO THE STA:

RECEIVE TWO FREE TICKETS TO A BROADWAY SHOW AND DINNER FOR TWO AT ANY 

NEW YORK CITY RESTAURANT

RECRUIT FOUR OR MORE MEMBERS TO THE STA:

ENJOY A THREE-DAY HOLIDAY FOR TWO AT THE BAHAMAS OR LAS VEGAS, INCLUDING AIR, HOTEL 

AND MEALS ON THE STA!

START RECRUITING NEW MEMBERS TODAY!  Please contact the STA office for promotional materials.

The STA Membership Incentive Program begins April 1, 2009 and ends December 31, 2009.
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Castellano, Korenberg & Co., CPA’s, P.C. 
313 W. Old Country Road, Ste 1 

Hicksville, NY 11801 
Phone (516) 937-9500   Fax (516) 932-0485 

Neal Korenberg           Daniel Castellano            Mark Samet (Seated) 
      Partner                     Managing Partner                  Tax Principal 

The Construction CPA Firm of Choice! 
Specialists in Banking and Bonding Credit Enhancement Together with Strategic Income

Tax Planning & Minimization

ADVERTISEMENT

2001 Marcus Avenue, Suite S265  
Lake Success, NY 11042
(516) 256.4444
www.gcmsystemsllc.com

Full construction accounting systems from Estimating, Job 
Costing and Service Management to Payroll, Accounts 

Receivable and Project Management.

We are your local computer technology specialist for the 
Construction, Manufacturing and Distribution Industries.

Technology Solutions

MAS 90 MAS 200 MAS 500

 
KEVIN M. GARY 

 

ROBERT M. WASKO 
 

GARY Y. WIRTH 
 

www.tlggr.com 

A NEW YORK LAW FIRM SPECIALIZING IN 
CONTRUCTION LAW FOR OVER 45 YEARS 

 
 

100 JERICHO QUADRANGLE 
SUITE 309 

JERICHO, NEW YORK 11753-2702 
TELEPHONE: (516) 240-8900 
FACSIMILE: (516) 240-8950 
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Monday, June 29, 2009Monday, June 29, 2009
Cherry Valley ClubCherry Valley Club

Garden City, NYGarden City, NY

20092009
annual

Golf Outing

All participants will be treated to a fantastic brunch buffet

in the club’s dining room and then will have time for

a few practice shots before the fi nal tee off.

Please contact Aris Spenjian at the STA to reserve a space

at 212-398-6220 or stanyc.spenjian@verizon.net.

Join Us & Join Us & 

Register TodayRegister Today
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 Robert J. Ansbro David Marino Fred Levinson David Harron Arthur Rubinstein Joe Azara

 Larry Roman Gary Segal Raquel Nuñez  Ron Berger Jerry Liss John Rapaport
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Board of Directors: 

JOSEPH AZARA
C.D.E. Air Conditioning

PETER CAFIERO
Island Painting 

MICHAEL D. CHAFETZ
MDC Construction Management, Inc.

JOHN A. FINAMORE
Jordan Panel Systems

MICHAEL CHECCHI
OMC Sheet Metal

CRAIG GILSTON
Gilston Electrical Contracting

HENRY GOLDBERG
Goldberg & Connolly

DAVID HARRON
A/C Electric

MITCHELL MERDINGER
C.D.E. Air Conditioning

MONET MILAD
Milad Contracting Corporation

RAQUEL NUNEZ
Nunez Electric, Inc.

JOHN RAPAPORT
Component Assembly Systems, Inc.

RANDY RIFELLI
United Iron, Inc.

JOHN VILLAFANE
Eldor Electric, LLC

ROBERT WEISS
A.J. McNulty & Co., Inc.

Subcontractors News
1430 Broadway - Suite 1600
New York, NY 10018

T: 212.398.6220
F: 212.398.6224

e-mail: subcontractorstrade@verizon.net
website: www.stanyc.com

Offi cers
Robert Samela, President
Gary Segal, Vice President
W. Scott Rives, Vice President
Jerry Liss, Treasurer
Robert Ansbro, Secretary
Ronald S. Berger, Executive Director

Upcoming Events
Annual Meeting & General
Membership Dinner
Wednesday, June 24, 2009 – 5:30 PM

Annual Golf Outing
Monday, June 29, 2009 

Executive Committee Meeting
Thursday, September 3, 2009 – 8:00 AM 

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, September 8, 2009 – 5:30 PM

Active Past Presidents
Fred Levinson
Arthur Rubinstein
Lawrence Roman
Larry Weiss
Gregory S. Fricke, Jr. 
Alan Nathanson (Honorary)
Ronald S. Berger
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