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As we enter the New Year, I think that many of us will be 
entertaining working for companies that are new to us – 
perhaps in markets that are new to us.

One of the big questions when we do this is: “Can and do they 
pay?”  We must all do our due diligence in fi nding out as much 
as we can about our customers’ payment and business practices. 
New customers who do not pay will have a detrimental effect 
on our companies.

Among the resources that you have as members of the 
Subcontractors Trade Association is the availability of the 
Business Practice Interchange.  This is like having a free, reliable 
source of valuable information – just by making a phone call 
or two.

Feel free to use it.  It can potentially save you a great deal of 
pain.  When you receive your “Business Practice Interchange 
Survey” this year, please fi ll it out and return it to our offi ce.  It 
can help all of us.

Sincerely,

Robert A. Samela, President

ADVERTISEMENT
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STA’S 2009 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM
Our Legislative Committee headed by
Chairman Arthur Rubinstein has adopted its 
legislative program for the 2009 session of the 
New York State Legislature.  This program will 
feature bills that will allow subcontractors to 
earn interest on retainage for private projects, 
and on public projects require public agencies 
to release retainage no later than 60 days from 
the completion and acceptance by the public 
agency of the subcontractor’s work.  In this 
program we will also be trying to eliminate
hold harmless clauses which require 
subcontractors to indemnify the general 
contractor or the general contractor to
indemnify the owner, for damages from 
the negligence of third parties.  This is just a 
small part of our legislative program for 2009;
please read below for our complete program.   
With your help we can make this program 
happen.  Remember, since 1975 we have been 
working together to help pass 34 bills in the 
New York State Legislature.

• Release of Subcontractor Retainage - This 
legislation would require state agencies to 
release subcontractor retainage no later than 
60 days from the completion and acceptance by 
the public agency of the subcontractor’s work.

• Hold Harmless Damages Caused by 3rd 
Parties - This legislation would close a long-
standing loophole in the general obligations 
law by prohibiting hold harmless clauses 
which require subcontractors to indemnify the 
general contractor or the general contractor to 
indemnify the owner, for damages caused by 
the negligence of 3rd parties.

•  Retainage in Escrow Account - This legislation 
would require that retainage on private 
construction projects in NYS (valued at more 
than $250,000) be deposited into an interest-
bearing escrow account for the benefi t of those 

from whom retainage has been held.

• Statute of Limitations on Payment Bond 
Claims - This legislation would clear up 
when the statute of limitations for initiating 
Section 137 State Finance Law payment bond 
claims would begin.  The one-year statute of 
limitations would begin on the date the project 
is completed and accepted by the owner.

• Payment Bond Precondition - This legislation 
would make contract provisions requiring 
subcontractors to exhaust their lien remedies 
before proceeding against the payment bond 
against public policy, void and unenforceable.

The above Legislative Program will be
sponsored in the Senate by Senator Neil 
Breslin (D-Albany) and in the Assembly it will 
be sponsored by Assemblyman Mike Cusick 
(D-Staten Island).
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Comptroller Recovers $1.5 Million 
for School Construction Workers 
in Largest Labor Law Settlement
During Thompson’s Tenure

Comptroller Thompson’s offi ce recently collected 
$1.5 million in restitution for 32 underpaid 
workers who submitted verifi ed complaints to the 
Bureau of Labor Law (BLL) as part of settlements 
reached with Admiral Construction Services Corp. 
and Admiral Environmental LLC.  

The two Admiral companies had contracts to 
remove old windows and install new windows 
in New York City public schools throughout the 
fi ve boroughs over a four-year period. Most 
of the workers who removed and installed the 
windows were paid the Asbestos Handlers wage 
rate set forth in the Labor Law 220 schedule and 
many were members of Local 78, the Asbestos, 
Lead and Hazardous Waste Laborers’ Union.

A few of the employees who fi led complaints 
with the Comptroller videotaped the removal and 

installation process. BLL reviewed the videotapes 
and other evidence and determined that the 
majority of the work should have been paid at 
the Ornamental Ironworker rate, and the balance 
of the work at the Mason Tender rate, both of 
which are higher than what the fi rms paid their 
employees. 

As part of the stipulation of settlement, the two 
Admiral companies agreed that they will no 
longer bid on, or accept any award of, any public 
work contract or subcontract within New York 
City or New York State. 

This prevailing wage settlement is the largest 
restitution reached by the Bureau of Labor Law 
during Comptroller Thompson’s tenure in offi ce. 

 

WARNING TO ALL SUBCONTRACTORS!
E-Verify Becomes Effective for Federal Contracts on January 15th

Federal contractors and subcontractors will be required to 
begin using the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services’ 
E-Verify system starting January 15, 2009, to verify their 
employees’ eligibility to legally work in the United States.  
E-Verify is an internet-based system operated by the 
Department of Homeland Security in partnership with the 
Social Security Administration.  The new rule implements 
Executive Order 12989 directing federal agencies to require 
that federal contractors agree to electronically verify the 
employment eligibility of their employees.

The rule requires federal contractors to agree, through 

language inserted into their federal contracts, to use E-Verify 
to confi rm the employment eligibility of all persons hired 
during a contract term, and to confi rm the employment 
eligibility of federal contractor’s current employees.  
When a contractor wins a bid on a federal contract that 
contains the E-Verify clause, the contractor and any covered 
subcontractors on the project are required to enroll in the 
E-Verify program within 30 calendar days of the contract or 
subcontract award date.  

Members who would like additional information on the 
E-Verify system should go to www.dhs.gov/E-Verify.

NEW YORK CITY
COMPTROLLER THOMPSON
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STA Member
Profi le: NorthEast 
Community Bank

MICHAEL N. GALLINA

Founded in 1934, NorthEast Community Bank (NorthEast), 
a subsidiary of NorthEast Community Bancorp, Inc., 
is known for its traditional bank services and products 
customized to fi t their clients needs. NorthEast 
Community Bank was founded as, and has remained, 
a community back to this day, remaining very active in 
their neighboring communities, operating six full-service 
offi ces in New York and a loan production offi ce in 
Wellesley, Massachusetts. 

Michael N. Gallina joined NorthEast Community Bank, 
as the Chief Commercial Banking Offi cer in March 2007.  
From 1994 to 2001, Gallina acted as a senior commercial 
lender for Sterling National Bank, and for North Fork 
Bank from 2001 to 2007.  Gallina has for many years, 
specialized in lending to construction contractors as 
well as construction related businesses such as suppliers, 
architects, and engineering fi rms.  Gallina has been 
affi liated with the Subcontractors Trade Association, the 
Mechanical Contractors Association, and the Association 
of Contracting Plumbers and serves on the board of the 
Construction Financial Management Association.  He 
has presented on the topic of banking for construction 
companies and organizations and has been featured as 
a guest speaker at prestigious universities, including the 
Columbia University Graduate School of Engineering. 

Gallina became involved with the STA in 1995 and has 
been a faithful attendee since.  He has found the STA 
to be a great source of educational value, keeping him 
informed of issues affecting contractors.  Gallina feels 
that the STA does a great job of keeping its members 
involved with issues that affect all subcontractors without 
having a narrow focus on a specifi c trade. 

As the country faces an economic downturn, Gallina’s goal 
is to continue to do business as usual without having to 
scale back. He explained that he “will be doing the same 
things that have always been done, staying on top of 
current clients, and entertaining new business as it comes 

along.” His philosophy is that he doesn’t have to tighten 
lending standards because his fi rm never lost them.  
According to Gallina, the same standards are applied as 
have been for years. He feels that the most important 
thing for contractors in 2009 is to pay very close attention 
to the business side of things, making sure that they have 
an excellent team headed by a good construction CPA 
and bonding agent who can help or lead them through 
this year and what is to come. “What I learned from the 
downturn in the early 1990’s, is to advise contractors to 
be careful with their estimating and not to take jobs with 
slim profi t margins just to keep working. Usually, they are 
better off scaling back their overhead a bit while waiting 
out the storm rather than taking a bad job going in and 
being contractually obligated to lose money,”  Gallina 
says.

Michael Gallina believes that contractors would be safer 
with NorthEast, which is a small bank with a very deep 
understanding of the industry, as opposed to a larger 
bank, which doesn’t have a great deal of institutional 
expertise and would become a small fi sh in a large pond. 
He says, “If they get into trouble, they need to work with 
someone who knows what they are doing, and that’s 
NorthEast Community Bank.” 

Michael Gallina has been a faithful member of the 
STA since 1995 and hopes to con  nue membership 
for years to come. Gallina has found the STA to be 
a great source of educa  onal value, keeping him 
abreast as to the issues aff ec  ng contractors unlike 
other groups that have a more streamlined focus on 
specifi c trades.  He explains that, “Knowledge about 
the industry is very important, and because I am not 
a contractor, the only way for me to fi nd out what’s 
going on is to par  cipate in the STA and to talk and 
interact with our members.  The knowledge that I 
have gained is tremendous and the STA has made 
that possible.”
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THEY FINALLY GOT ONE RIGHT:
DASNY’S NO DAMAGE FOR DELAY CLAUSE NOT 
UPHELD BY KINGS COUNTY SUPREME COURT

November  2008 9January 2009 9

On November 25, 2008, the Supreme Court of 
New York, Kings County, decided Eaton Electric, 
Inc. v. the Dormitory Authority of the State of 
New York.  In this case, the Dormitory Authority 
(DASNY), acting as the owner of City University 
of New York Construction Projects in early 1999, 
received bids for the construction of a project 
involving the gut renovation and construction of 
a substantial new addition, expanding the library 
at Brooklyn College.  The subcontractor Eaton 
Electric, Inc. (Eaton), was selected to perform 
the electrical work on the project.  As a result 
of suspensions, delays and disruptions resulting 
from DASNY’s continuing design revisions, 
Eaton’s contract work was extended more than 
40 months beyond the original 22 month contract 
period. Eaton claimed that it incurred substantial 
increased costs for labor, materials, equipment, 
and supervision due to these problems.  The 
Court in addressing the validity of a no damages 
for delay clause in the DASNY contract stated, 
“Generally, clauses in construction contracts 
which bar contractors from recovering damages 
for delay in the performance of the contract 
are valid and enforceable. However, the Court 
of Appeals in Corinno Civetta Constr. Corp (67 
NY2d at 309) has expressly held that there are 
exceptions to this general rule, and such a no 
damage for delay clause which purports to 
preclude damages for all delays resulting from any 
cause whatsoever will not be read literally. Thus, 

pursuant to the established exceptions, set forth 
in Corinno, despite the inclusion in a construction 
contract of a clause which exculpates an owner 
from liability to a contractor for damages 
resulting from delays in the performance of the 
contractor’s work, such a no damage for delay 
clause may not be invoked to bar the recovery of 
damages for (1) delays caused by the owner’s bad 
faith or its willful, malicious, or grossly negligent 
conduct, (2) uncontemplated delays, (3) delays so 
unreasonable that they constitute an intentional 
abandonment of the contract by the owner, and 
(4) delays resulting from the owner’s breach of a 
fundamental obligation of the contract.”  After 
review of the evidence, the Court concluded that 
DASNY had pointed to no specifi c provision of 
the contract or evidentiary proof demonstrating, 
as a matter of law, that the extent of the delay 
at issue was within the contemplation of the 
parties.  The Court did, however, fi nd that Eaton 
had submitted evidentiary facts suffi ciently 
indicative of delays beyond the contemplation of 
the contracting parties to raise a triable issue of 
fact as to the enforceability of the no damage for 
delay clause.

The Court also addressed and dismissed DASNY’s 
allegation that Eaton had failed to comply with 
the contract notice provisions with respect to 
claims for delay damages and extra work. 

BY TERENCE J. BURKE, NESCA LEGAL COUNSEL
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS:
NO COLLECTION WITHOUT
PROTECTION

Assume you have just substantially 

completed your subcontract 

entered into with Prime Contractor 

AX@ on a New York City School 

Construction Authority project and 

there is an outstanding contract 

balance and monies due for change 

order work performed.  In addition, 

you claim to have been damaged 

by reason of an uncontemplated 

delay.  What do you do to collect 

the monies due to you?

Of course you can rely on the good 

faith of and your relationship with 

AX@ to receive payment, however 

such is not recommended.

The State of New York has declared 

that it is its public policy to assure 

that subcontractors who help 

construct an improvement be paid 

for their work.

In this regard, and in addition to 

recovery pursuant to a common 

law breach of contract action, the 

Legislature has enacted certain 

statutes to enforce its public 

policy.

It has enacted State Finance Law 

‘137 requiring that the prime 

contractor on a public works 

project provide a labor and material 

payment bond, guaranteeing that 

subcontractors be paid for the work 

performed.

It has enacted Lien Law Article 

2 enabling the subcontractor 

and its subcontractors to place a 

mechanic’s lien against the funds 

due or to become due to the prime 

contractor.

It has enacted Lien Law Article 

3-A pursuant to which all funds 

received by the prime contractor 

from the owner are trust funds and 

the subcontractor is a trust fund 

benefi ciary of such trust funds.

The road to recovery however, is 

complicated.

With reference to State Finance

Law ‘137, no action may be 

commenced before the expiration 

of ninety (90) days after the last 

labor or materials were performed 

or furnished and no action may be 

commenced after the expiration 

of one (1) year after the last labor, 

etc., was performed.

While no notice is required where 

the claimant has a direct contractual 

relationship with the contractor, 

under circumstance where the 

claimant does not have such 

relationship with the contractor, 

the claimant is required to give 

written notice to the contractor, 

personally or by registered mail, 

within one hundred twenty (120) 

days from the last date on which 

labor/materials were performed 

or furnished stating the amount 

claimed and the name of the party 

for whom the work/materials were 

performed or furnished. 

With reference to Lien Law Article 

2, a verifi ed notice of the public 

improvement mechanic’s lien 

must be fi led with the head of the 

department having charge of the 

construction and with the fi nancial 

offi cer of the agency within 

thirty (30) days after completion 

and acceptance of the project.  

Further, within fi ve (5) days before 

or simultaneous with the fi ling 

of notice of the lien, the lienor 

is required to serve a copy of the 

notice of lien, by certifi ed mail, on 

the contractor, the subcontractor 

or assignee.  Therefore, when the 

lienor is a second-tier subcontractor, 

it must serve the notice of lien on the 

subcontractor and the contractor.

The notice of lien fi led with the

 
continued on page 15

BY K. RICHARD MARCUS
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WDF Inc., however, is now looking forward to the New Administration and an effective 
Infrastructure Stimulus Plan. To be truly effective the following items are critical:

1. NO RETAINAGE - We need to keep money fl owing. Liquidity is a key driver in getting our 
economy back on track. Currently, most contractors have more money being held in retainage 
than money they have in the bank.

2. MOBILIZATION - After the contract is signed and the bond is in place, a 10% mobilization 
payment should be made. This mobilization should be passed down pro rata to all bonded 
subcontractors.

3. BONDING - All projects above 200 million dollars should require only 50% payment and 
performance bonds to allow more competition  while protecting the taxpayers’ money.

4. EMERGENCY PROCUREMENT RULES - Should be used to streamline the award process. 
Currently, many Agencies and Authorities can take months to make an award. Under emergency 
procurement, the process can be done in days!

5. CHANGE ORDER FUNDING - Each project should contain a 10% contingency fund to pay for 
change orders. Currently, change orders can seriously delay projects due to slow processing. We 
need the jobs to MOVE and the money to FLOW!

It is CRITICAL that infrastructure money be spent quickly with a “sense of urgency.” Public Works 
in New York has a history of fi nancially “strangling” contractors and subcontractors through 
slow payments, long delays in payments of change orders, holding retainages that exist in NO 
OTHER business and slow closeouts. Our industry has NO CASH FLOW because of this!

The City and State should immediately release ALL RETAINAGE on existing jobs where payment 
and performance bonds have been provided. This will put a huge amount of money back into 
circulation and cost the city NOTHING!

ADVERTISEMENT

If you have interest in selling your business in these turbulent times, please call Larry 

Roman (914-330-7479) or E-mail at lroman@wdfi nc.net.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
THE INFRASTRUCTURE 
STIMULUS PLAN

BY LARRY ROMAN, CEO, WDF, INC.
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Cutting-Edge Innovation for Green Construction
As a leader in green construction, Park Avenue offers environmentally friendly materials, including Guardian fi berglass 
insulation, low VOC paint, recycled gypsum and steel products, LEED’s valued products and Energy Star-rated windows.  
Ask us about our environmental certifi cations and look for energy conservation logos on many of our products.

  2120 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11233  |  Tel (718) 403-0100  |  Fax (718) 596-5085
525 Park Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11205  |  Tel (718) 403-0100  |  Fax (718) 522-7362
 www.parkavebuilding.com

NEW YORK CITY’S

PREMIER GREEN 
MBE SUPPLIER

 

Going Green on Your Next Project
As an innovative MBE company, Park Avenue Building & Roofi ng Supplies 
provides an expanded roster of environmentally friendly products for your next 
project.  We are certifi ed by Dormitory Authority of the State of NY, Empire State 
Corporation, Port Authority of NY/NJ, School Construction Authority, NY/NJ Purchasing
Council, Department of Small Business Services.

Setting the Standard in High-Quality Products 
Park Avenue provides one-stop shopping for the best-in-class building materials, including the following product lines:  

STA Subcontractors News14
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agency must contain proof of 

service of a copy of such lien on the 

parties required to be served and 

the failure to fi le such proof shall 

render the notice of lien a nullity.

The lien expires within one (1) year 

from the date of fi ling unless, prior 

to expiration,  an extension thereof 

is fi led or an action is commenced 

to foreclose the lien and notice of 

pendency is fi led with the fi nancial 

offi cer of the public agency with 

whom the lien was fi led.  The 

extension continues the lien for

one (1) year.  The notice of 

pendency continues the lien for 

two (2) years. 

With reference to Lien Law Article 

3-A, the funds received by the 

prime contractor from the SCA, and 

any right of action for such funds 

due or earned or to become due or 

earned, constitute assets of a trust.

The trust commences when any 

asset comes into existence (upon 

the fi rst payment by the owner 

to the contractor) and continues 

until all such assets have been 

applied for the purposes of the 

trust. It is only when all trust fund 

benefi ciaries (the subcontractors, 

etc.), have been paid that any 

balance remaining in the trust can 

be utilized by the contractor.

If prior to the time when all trust 

fund benefi ciaries have been paid, 

the contractor uses such trust funds 

for a non-trust purpose, a diversion 

of trust fund assets occurs, for 

which the responsible principals 

of the contractor may be held 

personally liable.

Any action to enforce the trust 

may be commenced by a trust 

fund benefi ciary or any person 

subrogated to the rights of a 

benefi ciary within one (1) year after 

the completion such improvement 

or, with reference to subcontractors,  

within one (1) year from the date 

on which, fi nal payment under the 

claimant’s subcontract became due, 

whichever is later.

With the high cost of legal fees, 

it is important to note that in any 

action brought pursuant to State 

Finance Law ‘137 or under Lien Law 

Article 3-A, the Court may award 

legal fees.  

To further complicate the issue, 

all of the defenses available to the 

contractor under the subcontract 

are available as defenses to any 

action commenced under the above 

statutes.

Our Courts have added to the 

diffi culties of recovery by recent 

interpretations of clauses within 

the subcontract that incorporate by 

reference provisions of the prime 

contract into the subcontract.

Previously only provisions within

the prime contract that applied to 

the scope or manner of performance 

of the work were incorporated 

into the subcontract and not those 

exculpatory provisions that barred 

the subcontractor’s claims.  

Recently, the New York State Courts 

have held that the exculpatory 

clauses set forth in the prime 

contract, such as the no-damage-

for-delay clause; clauses that 

require that for a change order to 

be valid, it must be in writing and 

executed by the agency; clauses as 

to giving written  notice of claims 

for extra work and delays; and 

provisions as to time requirements, 

within which a  notice of claim 

and to commence an action, 

could similarly be incorporated by 

reference into the subcontract, 

barring the subcontractor’s claim. 

It is recommended that when 

negotiating your subcontract 

with the general contractor you 

limit the incorporation clause 

so that is applicable only to the 

scope and manner in which the 

work is performed and specifi cally 

excludes all exculpatory and notice

provisions set forth in the prime 

contract.

Knowledge of the above obstacles 

barring recovery will enable you 

to overcome these pitfalls and 

protect your right to collect on 

your claims. 

K. Richard Marcus is the senior 
managing partner of The 
McDonough Law Firm, L.L.P.  

continued from page 11

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS: NO COLLECTION WITHOUT PROTECTION
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The key to any good marketing 
strategy is to reach the decision 
makers.  While this may sound 
easy, anyone who has spent 
time designing an email blast, 
newsletter, direct mail postcard, 
or crafted a message can tell you it 
is sometimes diffi cult to reach the 
perfect candidate each and every 
time.

Enter the electronic networking 
site.  A spinoff of the early internet 
“chat” rooms, sites such as FaceBook 
and MySpace revolutionized the 
way people interacted.  Instead 
of simply writing emails to one 
another, now people could blog 
their thoughts, share photos and 
comments all in the blink of an 
eye.

But the true appeal of these sites 
is the extended network of friends 
and acquaintances one could 
connect with instantly.  A friend 
of a friend was once simply an 
expression, but on these sites the 
shared acquaintance has become 
a tangible person, and this is a 
potential gold mine for marketing 
possibilities.

LinkedIn: Thousands of People 
Right on your Desktop

A new site which has been gaining 
popularity is LinkedIn (www.
linkedin.com).  This site is more 
professional than the average 
social networking site, with 
people’s profi les reading more 
like a cv or resume as opposed to 
their likes and dislikes, and has 

been attracting a strong business 
professional audience.  As per the 
site, 30 million users worldwide 
have functioning profi les.   What’s 
more, this site attracts not only the 
executive assistants and middle 
management but everyone, from 
receptionists to HR managers to 
executives, and they can all connect 
with each other.  So how do you 
get in on the network and use it to 
your advantage?

Create a Professional Profi le

First, you have to register at 
the site and create a profi le.  To 
create your profi le, simply follow 
the list of needed information 
LinkedIn provides.  Before inserting 
your professional and personal 
information, think about what 
you would like to accomplish using 
LinkedIn.  Are you looking for new 
clients?  Launching a new product?  
The information you provide in 
your profi le should be closely in 
line with your goals.  For example, 
if you are offering your services as 
an expert keynote speaker for a 
particular industry, provide your 
experience and all needed details 
on what makes you an expert 
speaker.  Be sure to include specifi c 
contact information and details on 
your work and talents, and always 
make sure your writing is brisk, 
professional and to the point.   

Second, begin inviting associates 
to join your network.  LinkedIn 
can search for possible connections 
for you based on your current and 
past work experience, and can 

even sync with your email server to 
fi nd anyone on LinkedIn you have 
communicated with in the past.  
Once found, you can choose to invite 
them to join your network.  Again, 
think carefully before inviting 
associates to join your network.  
Invite people you know personally 
and professionally, and only those 
you trust.  The adage “You can 
judge a man by his friends” is an apt 
one at LinkedIn.  These connections 
will lend to your own reputation so 
be sure to choose wisely.  

Third, seek out Recommendations, 
which are essentially endorsements 
from other LinkedIn users.  This 
is a feature unique to LinkedIn, 
and can be an valuable tool.  Ask 
colleagues to provide short, well-
written recommendations on your 
prior work, duties, or products you 
have worked on.  Once these items 
are in place, you are ready to begin 
networking.

Utilizing your 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Degree Network    

The associates you invite personally 
will make up your 1st Degree 
Network.  Once these associates 
accept your invitation to join your 
network, you will be able to browse 
through their 1st Degree Network.  
These users make up your 2nd 
Degree Network.  Beyond these 
specifi c contacts is your 3rd Degree 
Network.

As your network grows, you can

The Power of the Net:
Social Networking Sites and their Potential 
Market Boost 
BY SARAH S. BERMAN, PRESIDENT, THE BERMAN GROUP, INC.
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2001 Marcus Avenue, Suite S265  
Lake Success, NY 11042
(516) 256.4444
www.gcmsystemsllc.com

Full construction accounting systems from Estimating, Job 
Costing and Service Management to Payroll, Accounts 

Receivable and Project Management.

We are your local computer technology specialist for the 
Construction, Manufacturing and Distribution Industries.

Technology Solutions

MAS 90 MAS 200 MAS 500

 
KEVIN M. GARY 

 

ROBERT M. WASKO 
 

GARY Y. WIRTH 
 

www.tlggr.com 

A NEW YORK LAW FIRM SPECIALIZING IN 
CONTRUCTION LAW FOR OVER 45 YEARS 

 
 

100 JERICHO QUADRANGLE 
SUITE 309 

JERICHO, NEW YORK 11753-2702 
TELEPHONE: (516) 240-8900 
FACSIMILE: (516) 240-8950 
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The McDonough Law Firm, L.L.P. 
 

Serving the Construction Industry for over 50 years 

 
Construction Law 
Commercial Litigation 
Real Estate 
Insurance Law 
Professional Liability 
Code Violations 

 

The firm provides a full range of legal services to construction  
companies, commercial enterprises, professionals and government 

With additional offices in 
New York City and Holmdel, New Jersey  

 
Contact: Frank T. Cara 

                              FTCara@mmcthk.com 
 

Website:  www.MMCTHK.com 

145 Huguenot Street 
New Rochelle, New York  10801 

(914) 632-4700 
(914) 632-3329 (Fax) 

Castellano, Korenberg & Co., CPA’s, P.C. 
313 W. Old Country Road, Ste 1 

Hicksville, NY 11801 
Phone (516) 937-9500   Fax (516) 932-0485 

Neal Korenberg           Daniel Castellano            Mark Samet (Seated) 
      Partner                     Managing Partner                  Tax Principal 

The Construction CPA Firm of Choice! 
Specialists in Banking and Bonding Credit Enhancement Together with Strategic Income

Tax Planning & Minimization

STA Subcontractors News20
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Welcome New Members:
Jane Zhitnistsky
Bruce Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Supply
8805 18th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 259-4900
(718) 256-2967
Plumbing & Heating Suppliers

William Maroney
City Underwriting Agency, LLC
2001 Marcus Avenue, Suite W-180
Lake Success, NY 11042
(516) 358-3500
(516) 358-3540
bmaroney@cuagency.com
Insurance Surety/Bonds

begin communicating with your 
associates by sending email 
messages ,  or “InMails .”  In 
addition, you can ask a contact in 
your 1st Degree Network to send 
an introduction to one of their own 
contacts on your behalf.  This is a 
reliable way to add contacts and 
build your network, and your focus 
should be specifi cally on inviting 
key executives and decision makers 
to join your network. 

While LinkedIn provides a free 
personal membership, this 
option limits communication to 
your network.  If you wish to 
email other users, opting for the 
Business, Business Plus or Pro 
memberships will allow you to send 
communications, called “InMails,” 
to people within all network levels.  
These membership types require 
monthly or yearly fees, but they are 

recommended in order to get the 
most use from LinkedIn. 

Reaching the Decision Makers

Now that you have a carefully 
crafted, growing network in 
place, you can begin relaying your 
marketing message.  Send InMails 
to key executives, answer questions 
in the Answers section and earn 
expert status, and update your 
profi le as your marketing plans 
unfold.  In addition to your own 
growing network, you can join any 
number of Groups at LinkedIn, such 
as your university alumni group, 
marketing and public relations 
groups, or business development 
groups.  Groups with a smaller 
number of members may be more 
responsive and helpful than groups 
with hundreds or thousands of 
members, so be sure to join a 
handful of groups that align with 
your goals.  Once your inclusion in 

these groups is approved, you can 
begin conversing with the groups’ 
members by way of message 
boards-   ask questions, offer your 
services and knowledge, anything 
that gets a response from the 
groups’ members.  

While maintaining your profi le 
and communications on LinkedIn 
will take up a number of hours 
each week, the result will be a 
rich network of professionals and 
potential clients you can source for 
many years to come.     

Sarah Berman serves as President 
of The Berman Group, a full-service 
marketing, public relations and 
special events organization in New 
York City.  The fi rm specializes in 
serving business-to-business clients 
in the real estate, construction and 
professional services industries.  
The fi rm’s website can be found at 
bermangrp.com.

continued from page 21

The Power of the Net
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Is your ability to bid work being limited by your surety company?

Is your insurance coverage adequate?

Are your premiums unstable?

Maybe its time to start a new relationship...

with us at Jasper Surety Agency.
We make it our business to know you and your needs. We know
how to deliver this knowledge to our surety and insurance
markets which can make things happen for your business.

Is your ability to bid work being limited by your surety company?

Is your insurance coverage adequate?

Are your premiums unstable?

Maybe its time to start a new relationship...

with us at Jasper Surety Agency.
We make it our business to know you and your needs. We know
how to deliver this knowledge to our surety and insurance
markets which can make things happen for your business.

CONTACT US!

www.jaspersurety.com

516-742-8815

December  2008 22
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David Marino has been appointed as Chairman of the STA Insurance

Committee by Robert Samela, our president. David Marino is President of Allied North 

America Insurance Brokerage of New York, LLC an insurance and surety risk management 

brokerage dedicated exclusively to the construction industry.  Allied is a 450 employee 

independent brokerage based in Jericho, New York.  Since 1994 Allied has managed the 

Empire State Subcontractors Association Safety Group with the New York State Insurance 

Fund.  The safety group has paid dividends in excess of $8,500,000 to members since its 

inception.

David is a graduate of the College of Insurance and maintains a CPCU designation from 

The American Institute for Chartered Property Casualty Underwriters.  He has been a 

member of the executive advisory board of the Subcontractors Trade Association since 

July 1, 2002.

David Marino 
Appointed Chairman 
of the STA 
Insurance Committee
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Board of Directors: 
JOSEPH AZARA
C.D.E. Air Conditioning

PETER CAFIERO
Island Painting 

MICHAEL D. CHAFETZ
MDC Construction Management, Inc.

JOHN A. FINAMORE
Jordan Panel Systems

MICHAEL CHECCHI
OMC Sheet Metal

CRAIG GILSTON
Gilston Electrical Contracting

HENRY GOLDBERG
Goldberg & Connolly

DAVID HARRON
A/C Electric

MITCHELL MERDINGER
C.D.E. Air Conditioning

MONET MILAD
Milad Contracting Corporation

RAQUEL NUNEZ
Nunez Electric, Inc.

JOHN RAPAPORT
Component Assembly Systems, Inc.

RANDY RIFELLI
United Iron, Inc.

JOHN VILLAFANE
Eldor Electric, LLC

ROBERT WEISS
A.J. McNulty & Co., Inc.

Subcontractors News
1430 Broadway - Suite 1600
New York, NY 10018

T: 212.398.6220
F: 212.398.6224

e-mail: subcontractorstrade@verizon.net
website: www.stanyc.com

Offi cers
Robert Samela, President
Gary Segal, Vice President
W. Scott Rives, Vice President
Jerry Liss, Treasurer
Robert Ansbro, Secretary
Ronald S. Berger, Executive Director

Upcoming Events
Executive Committee Meeting
Thursday, January 8, 2009 – 1:30 PM

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, January 13, 2009 – 5:30 PM

General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, January 28, 2009 – 5:30 PM
Terrace on the Park

Active Past Presidents
Fred Levinson
Arthur Rubinstein
Lawrence Roman
Larry Weiss
Gregory S. Fricke, Jr. 
Alan Nathanson (Honorary)
Ronald S. Berger

STA Subcontractors News24
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