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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

CONSTRUCTION LAWYERS
“ K N O W I N G T H E L A W - K N O W I N G T H E P E O P L E ”

The G & C Building
66 North Village Avenue
Rockville Centre •New York 11570
516.764.2800 • Fax 516.764.2827
www.goldbergconnolly.com

CONTACT

Henry L. Goldberg
Managing Partner
hlgoldberg@goldbergconnolly.com

My own thoughts and predictions:

Historically, the New York construction market has been one of the last to feel the 
effects of an “economic turndown” and the fi rst to enjoy the resurgence of business 
when the economy starts to turn back around.  I am sure that an economist could tell 
you why this happens – in 10,000 words or more.  Suffi ce it to say that it has historically 
happened, and I see no reason to doubt that it will happen again.

I believe that we are pretty close to the bottom of the trough, and will be there for 
the next six months or so.  We still do have work – thanks mostly to the Public (or 
quazi-public) Agencies.  We certainly don’t have enough work to keep our 100,000 plus 
union construction workers fully employed, and the competitive market pressures have 
reduced our margins to all time lows, but as I said, there is some work out there.

I believe and predict that sometime around the middle of 2010, we will see the trough 
bottom out and start to turn around.  We will not, of course experience immediate 
gratifi cation.  It will take about a year to ramp back up – it has been that way 
historically- but that year will see our employment getting back to more or less normal.  
The economy starts to turn and the demand for space and services starts to increase, 
and we start to build it or renovate it.

This was not our fi rst economic turn down and it probably won’t be our last.  It certainly 
is one of the deepest and longest we have experienced, but it appears to be ending.  
We need to hang in there a while longer and prepare for the turn around.

Sincerely,

Robert A. Samela, President

ADVERTISEMENT
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STA 2010 Legislative Program

No Damages for Delay:  

This legislation would impact on all public 
works projects in New York State by allowing 
contractors and subcontractors to recover 
delay damages where such delay is for an 
unreasonable period of time and is the fault or 
responsibility of the public owner.

Release of Retainage:

This legislation would require state agencies 
to release retainage held pursuant to work 
performed by a subcontractor no later than 
60 days from the completion and acceptance 
by the public owner of the subcontractor’s 
work.  The intent of this year’s legislation is 
to get retainage held by the public owner 
into the pockets of subcontractors sooner 
than is currently the case.  Given the current 
state of the credit markets, retainage held on 
all construction projects has become an ever 
increasing problem for subcontractors.

Retainage in Escrow Account:

This legislation would require that retainage 
held on private construction projects in New 
York State (valued at more than $250,000) 
be deposited into an interest-bearing escrow 
account for the benefi t of those from whom 
retainage has been held.

Prohibition on 3rd Party Hold Harmless 
Requirements:

This bill would close a long-standing loophole 
in the law by prohibiting hold harmless clauses 
that require a subcontractor to indemnify the 
contractor or owner for damages caused by 
the negligence of 3rd parties.  Subcontractors 
have no control, contractual or otherwise, over 
other subcontractors or any other third party 
on the jobsite.  Therefore, it is grossly unfair 
for a subcontractor to be required to indemnify 
the contractor and/ or the owner for damages 
caused by third parties.  STA has long held the 
position that only a party responsible for its 
own negligence is fully motivated to prevent, to 
the greatest extent possible, damages and loss 
caused by its negligence, errors or omissions.

Statute of Limitations on Payment Bond 
Claims:

This legislation would clear up the confusion 
caused by several recent court cases regarding 
when the statute of limitations for initiating 
payment bond claims on public projects 
begins.

The Subcontractors Trade Association (STA) has adopted a legislative program for the 2010 session 
of the New York State Legislature; the following is a list of bills in our program:
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STA member A. Liss & Company, Inc., headed by Jerry 

and Jeffrey Liss, have been specialists in the sale and 

installation of Division 10 items over the tri-state New 

York area for over 70 years.

A. Liss & Co. is a family-owned business founded in 1936 

by Isidore Liss. The company initially became known 

for building box trucks for New York City’s garment 

district. After World War II, Isidore’s son Carl joined 

the company and expanded the business to include 

warehouse, storage and safety equipment. Carl and 

his brother Bernard kept the business running for 

many years, offering hand trucks, shelving, materials 

handling equipment and lockers to customers in the 

New York and New Jersey area.

In the 1960’s A. Liss & Company, Inc. became one of 

the fi rst companies in the United States to market 

materials handling & safety products through 

nationally circulated mail order catalogs. Throughout 

the 70’s & 80’s, the company derived sales from 

national direct mail campaigns and a regional 

outside sales force. The recession of the early 1990’s 

prompted Carl’s sons, Jerry and Jeff Liss, to change 

the direction of the company to target the needs of 

general contractors.

“I think we’re fairly unique in the industry in our 

niche,” said Jerry Liss, CEO of A. Liss & Company Inc. 

“The breadth of our line is unequaled in the industry. 

Our competition can’t offer as many products as we 

can in one specifi c project. It allows us to be very cost 

competitive for the products and for the overhead 

cost. From a general contractor’s standpoint they’re 

dealing with one source.”

By offering installation and extended servicing on 

many of the Division 10 products they offer A. Liss & 

Company, Inc. has built a successful client base with 

solid repeat business. The company strives to make 

the process for every contractor more convenient, 

reliable, and cost effective. Having been established 

in the industry for over 73 years, the reputation 

and integrity of the company sets them apart from 

competitors.

A. Liss & Company, Inc. has successfully completed 

several projects in the Tri-State area, including: 

Goldman Sachs Company Headquarters, Prudential 

Center, Jet Blue Terminal 5, JP Morgan Chase, 7 Times 

Square Tower, and MoMA. For more information, 

please visit www.alissco.com.

STA Profi le: A. Liss &
Company, Inc. Specialists
in Division 10 Items

JERRY LISS JEFFREY LISS
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A SPECIAL PROGRAM DESIGNED TO REWARD MEMBERS 
WHO RECRUIT NEW SUBCONTRACTOR MEMBERS TO THE STA

STA MEMBERSHIP 
INCENTIVE PROGRAM2009

Subcontractors Trade Association 

1430 Broadway, Suite 1600    New York, NY  10018    Tel:  (212) 398-6220    Fax: (212) 398-6224    www.stanyc.com

The Subcontractors Trade Association is pleased to announce a new incentive program designed to reward 

those who recruit new members in 2009. The following rewards will be offered to STA members for membership 

recruitment. Each new member can be applied to only one reward:

RECRUIT ONE NEW MEMBER TO THE STA:

RECEIVE TWO FREE TICKETS TO A BROADWAY SHOW

RECRUIT TWO NEW MEMBERS TO THE STA:

RECEIVE TWO FREE TICKETS TO A BROADWAY SHOW AND DINNER FOR TWO AT ANY 

NEW YORK CITY RESTAURANT

RECRUIT FOUR OR MORE MEMBERS TO THE STA:

ENJOY A THREE-DAY HOLIDAY FOR TWO AT THE BAHAMAS OR LAS VEGAS, INCLUDING AIR, HOTEL 

AND MEALS ON THE STA!

START RECRUITING NEW MEMBERS TODAY!  Please contact the STA office for promotional materials.

The STA Membership Incentive Program begins April 1, 2009 and ends December 31, 2009.
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Beware of Incorporation by 
Reference Contract Clause

BY TERENCE J. BURKE, NESCA LEGAL COUNSEL

Many subcontracts incorporate by reference to the prime 
contract between the contractor and the owner.  The 
obligations of the contractor to the owner thereunder 
become the obligations of the subcontractor to the 
contractor. Subcontractors who fail to acquire and review 
the prime contract do so at their own risk.  In essence, 
they are blindly agreeing to the terms of a contract.  This 
principle was illustrated in a recent Federal District Court 
case.

The Federal Court, Southern District of New York, on 
April 7, 2009 decided Industrial Windsor Corp v. Federal 
Insurance Company (609 F.Supp2d. 329).  In this case, the 
plaintiff subcontractor, Industrial Windsor Corp (“IWC”), 
fi led suit seeking recovery for extra work claims under 
a payment bond made by defendant surety, Federal 
Insurance Company (“FIC”).  The subcontract between IWC 
and Bey’s General Construction Corp (“Beys”) contained 
an incorporation by reference clause which incorporated 
the prime contract into the subcontract.  Although IWC 
did not read the prime contract before executing the 
subcontract, it nevertheless understood that the prime 
contract was part of its subcontract.

The Court in dismissing IWC’s claims found that IWC had 
failed to process its change orders in accordance with the 
prime contract requirements and further dismissed IWC’s 
claim that it had an oral agreement with the contractor 
approving the change order as the prime contract did 
not allow for oral modifi cations or approval of change 
orders.

It is interesting to note that Federal’s prior motion 
to compel IWC to be bound by the Alternate Dispute 
Resolution (“ADR”) provisions of the prime contract 
incorporated by reference into the subcontract was 
denied by the Court.  The Court citing New York law held 
that while an agreement to arbitrate can be incorporated 
by reference, any such reference must clearly show an 
intent to arbitrate, and because the ADR provisions were 
not clearly and unequivocally incorporated by reference 
into the subcontract, Federal’s motion was dismissed.

In conclusion, while the Court recognizes incorporation by 
reference as binding a subcontractor to the terms of the 
prime contract, arbitration provisions require an explicit 
and unequivocal reference of intent to be bound by the 
prime contract arbitration provisions to be enforceable.

STA OPENS
UMBRELLA ACTION
at Iguassu Falls in
Argentina/Brazil
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IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
THE LAUNCH OF OUR NEW 

ONLINE STORE
FEATURING 60,000 BUILDING & 

CONSTRUCTION PRODUCTS  
AND THE 

PARK AVENUE ONLINE
PAINT STORE

 

VISIT US AT 
WWW.PARKAVEBUILDING.COM 

AND PLACE YOUR NEXT ORDER TODAY!
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Recently, Attorney Peter Goetz, of Goetz Fitzpatrick 

LLP, won a double victory for his client, Precision 

Stone, Inc. (“Precision”), a stone subcontractor, in 

the United States Court of Appeals for the Second 

Circuit.  The Second Circuit affi rmed in part the 

portion of the judgment which awarded damages to 

Precision and in a rarely awarded upset it reversed 

in part the portion of the judgment which awarded 

Precision a reduced amount of damages.  The 

reversal, therefore, increased the overall amount 

of Precision’s judgment against the Defendants, 

Lumbermens Mutual Casualty Company and Arch 

Insurance Company (collectively, “Defendants”).

The facts of this case are typical of many construction 

cases.  In November 2002, the City of White Plains 

(the “City”) awarded George A. Fuller Company, 

Inc. (“Fuller”), a Louis Cappelli owned construction 

company, a ‘no bid contract’ to be the general 

contractor for the construction of a new high tech 

fountain and plaza (the “Project”) along with the 

build-out of a public community theatre within 

Cappelli’s City Center high rise complex that was 

under construction at the time.  Precision agreed to 

supply the stone work which included the installation 

of pavers for the Project.  

Undisputedly, the Project was mismanaged and 

delayed.  Consequently, Fuller issued change orders 

requiring Precision and other subcontractors to 

work overtime in order to accelerate the Project.  

Additionally, to further accelerate the completion 

of the Project, Fuller, without any notice to Precision 

and without any default by Precision, hired an 

additional stone subcontractor, Berardi, to provide 

paver installation at a much higher price than 

Precision.  

Fuller did not timely pay Precision for the work it 

performed under the contract and Precision started 

this lawsuit in December 2004 seeking to recover 

payment under a payment bond.  The matter was 

fi rst brought to bench trial by Goetz before the 

Judge Robert Sweet presiding in the Southern 

District of New York in September 2006.  

In connection with the Project, Fuller obtained a 

$3.1 million labor and material payment bond (the 

“Bond”) from Defendants.  The Bond guaranteed 

payment to all materialmen and suppliers for work 

that they performed on the Project, including 

the Fountain Project.  The language of the bond 

provided:

Any benefi ciary-claimant hereunder who has not 

been paid in full within ninety (90) days after the 

date on which the last of such claimant’s work or 

labor was done or performed or materials furnished, 

may sue the Surety and Principal on this bond for 

such sum as may be justly due, provided, however, 

that no such suit or action shall be commenced 

hereunder by such claimant after the expiration 

of one (1) year following the date on which the 

Principal ceased work on said contract nor other 

Another Win for the Good Guys

continued on page 11
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The New Standard of Construction

30 North MacQuesten Parkway, Mount Vernon, New York 10550

 T: 914-776-8000 • F: 914-668-5602 • E: info@wdfi nc.net
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than in a State Court or United States District Court 

or competent jurisdiction in and for the County or 

District in which the contract work is situated.  

The initial dispute was whether Precision’s lawsuit 

could be dismissed for its alleged failure to timely 

initiate the lawsuit under the time limitations 

provision of the Bond.   The Defendants argued 

that the Principal, Fuller, substantially completed 

work on the contract prior to the public opening of 

the fountain on Election Day 2003 and therefore, 

Precision’s action, which was initiated on December 

17, 2004, was untimely under the language of the 

Bond.  Precision argued, however, as of December 

17, 2003, one year prior to the initiation of the 

lawsuit, “punch list” work had yet to be completed 

and therefore, the Principal had not ceased work.  

If the Defendants were correct about the language 

of the bond and its argument that punch list work 

should not be considered work under the original 

contract, Precision’s case would have been dismissed.  

However, victory was unraveling in Precision’s favor 

because the District Court held that the punch list 

work was part of the original contract and that the 

lawsuit was timely.  

Following a bench trial, Precision was only awarded 

$100,077.69, not $142,131.69, in damages it sought, 

without any prejudgment interest.  This holding 

refl ected the District Court’s theory of damages that 

Precision was entitled to payment for its material and 

labor under the Bond in the amount it expended, 

less the backcharge resulting from the substitution 

of Berardi with respect to the installation of pavers, 

increased costs for the installation, and overtime.  

Precision moved for reconsideration and the District 

Court allowed prejudgment interest but refused to 

remove the Berardi backcharges.

Dissatisfi ed with that decision, the Defendants 

appealed to the Second Circuit and Precision cross-

appealed for a reversal on the calculation of its 

damages.  

The appeal oral argument was heard in December 

2008 by a panel of three judges, including Judge 

Sotomayor (who later recused herself when 

appointed to the Supreme Court).

The Second Circuit correctly interpreted the issues 

in this case and understood the legal reasons why 

Precision should not have been back charged for 

Berardi’s overtime or its increased costs to complete 

the Project.  First the Court dealt with the issues 

presented by the defi nition of “punch list” work 

and found that under New York law, “punch list” 

work is “work called for by the original contract (or 

subcontract) which the contractor (or subcontractor) 

has not satisfactorily completed”.  Aniero Concrete 

Co. v. New York City Const. Auth., 308 F.Supp.2d 

164, 192 (S.D.N.Y. 2003).  Next, the Court dealt with 

the lower court’s fl awed calculation of Precision’s 

damages.  In the absence of a default by Precision, 

the excess amount paid by Fuller to Berardi to 

complete the job was irrelevant.  Since the District 

Court found Fuller, not Precision, to be responsible 

for the Project’s delays, the District Court should not 

have back charged Precision for the higher costs 

and overtime Fuller had to pay on account of hiring 

Berardi.  Therefore, Precision was awarded its full 

damages.

Although many subcontractors may hold the view 

that punch list work is a mere impediment to fi nal 

payment, here, it was the only reason for the 

award of payment to the subcontractor under the 

Bond.  Despite all the delay tactics employed by the 

Defendants, justice was ultimately served.  

Another Win for the Good Guys 
continued from page 9



STA Subcontractors News12

ADVERTISEMENT

Experienced      Responsive      Trusted
Committed to Our Clients       Built to Serve

As part of its Construction Law and Surety practice, KDVG offers a comprehensive range 
of services to developers, general contractors, construction managers, subcontractors, 
architects, engineers and other design professionals, material suppliers and surety companies.

KDVG is a market leader in Construction Law, Fidelity and Surety Law, Labor and 
Employment Law on behalf of Management, Directors and Officers Liability, Insurance 
Coverage, Employment Practices Liability, Professional Liability, Errors and Omissions 
Liability, Commercial Litigation and Cyber Liability.

www.KDVGLAW.com

 
Arichards@kdvglaw.com

 
Gwirth@kdvglaw.com 

 
Mminero@kdvglaw.com

 
Cnucifora@kdvglaw.com

 
Rwasko@kdvglaw.com
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Donaldson Traditional Interiors (DTI) is a union 
subcontractor that provides a full range of interior 
carpentry services, including acoustics, drywall, 
structural framing and specialty ceilings.  They take 
pride in their ability to assist clients with complex 
construction challenges while maintaining reliability 
and a high standard of quality for every assignment.        

About Christine Donaldson-Boccia

Christine Donaldson-Boccia is the Executive Manager, 
taking over for her father when he suddenly passed 
away in 2007.  She is the fi fth generation of Donaldson’s 
in the construction industry.  In her almost 2 years of 
leadership, Christine along with Stan Abramski, her 
father’s trusted associate, has successfully lead the 
team at DTI to triple the revenues of the company. 
Donaldson Traditional’s reputation in the industry 
has made them the “go-to” drywall subcontractor 
for many of the major contractors in the industry.  
Christine Donaldson-Boccia is a proud member of the 
Subcontractors Trade Association (STA), Association of 
Wall, Ceiling & Carpentry, Building Trades Association 
and The Woman’s Builders Council, where she was 
given the Small Business Champion Award for 2009. 

Donaldson Traditional Interior Services include:

•  Structural Framing

•  Acoustical Ceilings 

•  Specialty Ceilings 

•  Lathing 

•  Plastering 

•  Ornamental Plastering 

•  Carpentry

The company’s WBE Certifi cations include:

•  Empire State

•  The Construction Authority

•  The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey

•  The City of New York

•  The Dormitory Authority of the State of New York

Prestigious Clients, Complex Projects

DTI has completed a number of important projects 
throughout the fi ve boroughs of New York City, Long 
Island and New Jersey; always providing excellent 
service to its clients.  These projects include:

•  MTA South Ferry Terminal – drywall, custom metal 
work, acoustic ceilings

•  MTA Rail Control Center – Award winning work in 
Construction Excellence

•  Carnegie Hall – Judy and Arthur Zankle Hall – Award 
winning for Acoustic Excellence

•  Chaminade Athletic Facility – Catholic Diocese – 
specialty designed Ceilings and Plaster wrestling dome

For more information on the fi rm or its services, please 
contact Christine Donaldson-Boccia directly at:

199 Broadway, Huntington Station, New York 11746 

Tel: (631) 549-1338   Fax: (631) 549-1309

www.donaldsontraditional.com

STA Profi le: 
Introducing Donaldson
Traditional Interiors
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The experience to face
THE UNPRECEDENTED. 

    Projects on hold. Shrinking  
  surety markets. An economic  
change order. Are you ready 
         for what’s next?

JOE TORRE, MANAGER

J.H. Cohn’s Construction Industry Group
Through our 90-year history, J.H. Cohn has 
guided contractors through 16 economic 
recessions and 17 recoveries. We’ve earned 
the confidence of bonding professionals and 
our clients’ trust. The professionals in our 
Construction Industry Group can guide you 
through these uncertain times. And position 
you to build your recovery.

Member of Nexia International, a worldwide network 
of independent accounting and consulting fi rms.

Call 1-877-704-3500 or visit www.jhcohn.com
Offi  ces in New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, and California
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The STA hosted a special presentation and networking event to discuss green building for contractors on 

October 28, 2009.  The event, held at Terrace on the Park in Queens, NY, drew a distinguished crowd of industry 

leaders interested in New York’s green building and sustainable development community.  The STA recently 

formed the STA Green Building Committee in an effort to promote green building and to educate members 

on the benefi ts of sustainable construction.  The special presentation seminar further defi nes the STA’s green 

efforts by providing a successful  forum for members and non-members to learn how their company can get 

involved in the green movement, as well as what initiatives are needed to become certifi ed to build green.  

Attendees enjoyed a panel of speakers made up of industry leaders and visionaries in the green movement.  

These speakers included:

  • Richard Eiden, School Construction Authority

  • Marty Dettling, Albanese Organization

  • Keith Amann, YRG Sustainability Consultants

  • Charlie Whitney, Turner Construction Company

  • Patrick Gallagher, BP Mechanical

  • Richard Jantz, VVA

Through the STA Green Building Committee and special events such as the October seminar, the STA plans for 

their member subcontractors to be leaders in sustainable construction. Through the committee they plan on 

bringing to building owners throughout the tri-state area a comprehensive and cost-effective plan that can be 

implemented in order to convert existing buildings into the most energy effi cient and sustainable as possible. 

STA Hosts Special Presentation
and Networking Event entitled
Green Building for Subcontractors
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COMPLETE TRUST, TOTAL CONFIDENCE

USI CONSTRUCTION PRACTICE GROUP 

MARKET LEADERS IN SURETY BONDING AND INSURANCE

WE’VE GOT YOU

 

Benedict J. Tockarshewsky
Senior Vice President, 

USI Construction 
Practice Group

Dominick J. Scotto
President, 

USI Construction 
Practice Group of LI

Joseph A. Santospirito
Senior Vice President, 

USI Construction Practice 
Group of LI

William Haas
CEO,  

USI Construction 
Practice Group
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USI Construction Practice Group: Market Leaders in Surety 
Bonding and Insurance and Long-Time STA Members

USI Construction Practice Group is recognized as the 
market leader in construction insurance and surety 
bonding by delivering different solutions to our
clients, allowing them to profi tably grow their
business. We are long-time members of the STA and 
provide our clients with the right responses to any situation 
through professionalism, experience and integrity with a 
team you can count on!

About USI

USI was founded in 1994, and now has 66 offi ces in 
30 different states, with its headquarters in Briarcliff 
Manor, NY.  USI manages a premium portfolio of 
over $8 billion and 60,000 clients nationwide being 
the largest privately held brokerage and the eighth
largest brokerage in the United States employing well 
over 3,200 insurance professionals.  

Bill Haas is the CEO of the Construction Practice  Group, 
Ben Tockarshewsky is the Senior Vice President.  Bill 
is the former head of the Insurance and Bonding 
Committee of the STA.  Ben currently serves on the
STA Board.

Under their direction, the Group has increased revenues 
by 20% annually over the past 3 years and has become 
the premier writer of surety and construction insurance 
accounts in the New York Metropolitan area, focusing 
primarily on mid to large size contractors.  

USI CPG’s Long Island operations (added in 2007 with the 
acquisition of The Armitage Group), are run by Dominick 
Scotto and Joseph Santospirito.

Complete Trust, Total Confi dence

USI and its team of expert professionals are dedicated 
construction specialists, many of which have been 
underwriters with major insurance carriers, with an 

average tenure of our Account Executives being over
25 years. USI is committed to providing annual assessments 
of our client’s surety and insurance portfolios, allowing us 
to maximize their company’s effectiveness. We are a market 
class leader and have the benefi t of enjoying signifi cant 
penetration in the following classes of business:

•  General Contractors

•  Trade Contractors

•  Highway/Heavy Construction

•  Construction Managers

•  Developers & Design Builders

We’ve Got You

USI CPG is a member of the following associations and 

construction advocacy groups:

•  Subcontractors Trade Association 

•  General Contractors Association

•  Associated General Contractors

•  Long Island Contractors Association

•  Construction Financial Managers Association

•  Building Trades  Employers’ Association

•  The Moles
 

Contact Us

USI Construction Practice Group Headquarters

William Haas, CEO    

Benedict Tockarshewsky, Senior Vice President

555 Pleasantville Road

Briarcliff Manor NY, 10510

Phone: 914-749-8500

USI Construction Practice Group of Long Island

Dominick Scotto, President

Joseph Santospirito, Senior Vice President

125 Froehlich Farm Boulevard

Woodbury, NY 11797

Phone: 516-921-6700

Website Address: www.USI.biz 

STA Profi le:
USI Construction
Practice Group



STA Subcontractors News18

Castellano, Korenberg & Co., CPA’s, P.C. 
313 W. Old Country Road, Ste 1 

Hicksville, NY 11801 
Phone (516) 937-9500   Fax (516) 932-0485 

Neal Korenberg           Daniel Castellano            Mark Samet (Seated) 
      Partner                     Managing Partner                  Tax Principal 

The Construction CPA Firm of Choice! 
Specialists in Banking and Bonding Credit Enhancement Together with Strategic Income

Tax Planning & Minimization

ADVERTISEMENT

2001 Marcus Avenue, Suite S265  
Lake Success, NY 11042
(516) 256.4444
www.gcmsystemsllc.com

Full construction accounting systems from Estimating, Job 
Costing and Service Management to Payroll, Accounts 

Receivable and Project Management.

We are your local computer technology specialist for the 
Construction, Manufacturing and Distribution Industries.

Technology Solutions

MAS 90 MAS 200 MAS 500

Get Involved!

Join a Committee Today.

1430 Broadway - Suite 1600
New York, NY 10018

T: 212.398.6220
F: 212.398.6224

www.stanyc.com
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Senator John L. Sampson

STA Hosts New York State Senate 
Power Team at New York Building 
Congress Luncheon

Senators John L. Sampson, Majority Conference Leader; Malcolm A. Smith, Tempore President of the 

Senate; and Jeffrey D. Klein, Deputy Majority Leader, Address Construction Industry Leaders and STA 

Subcontractor Representatives

The Subcontractors Trade Association organized and sponsored a special luncheon on Wednesday, 

November 4, 2009 for the New York Building Congress Council of Presidents featuring a powerful 

roster of Democratic State Leadership:   State Senators, John L. Samson, Malcolm A. Smith and Jeffrey 

D. Klein. The Senators gave construction industry leaders an update on current budget and policy 

issues being discussed in Albany and contractors lobbied the Senators on key issues facing our industry 

such as retainage and no damage for delay.  

The lively discussion featured a candid discussion on some of the critical issues facing New York City 

contractors and subcontractors today, especially in light of the challenging economic climate.  The 

Senators pledged their support, stating that a healthy construction industry is critical for the future 

of New York’s economy.  

Senator Malcolm A. Smith Senator Jeffrey D. Klein
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 Robert J. Ansbro David Marino Fred Levinson David Harron Arthur Rubinstein Joe Azara

 Larry Roman Pat Gallagher Raquel Nuñez  Gary Segal Jerry Liss John Rapaport

ADVERTISEMENT

Green Building
Committee
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Philip A. Bonadonna

Pabco Construction Corp.

157 Gazza Boulevard

Farmingdale, NY 11735

Tel: 631-293-6860

Fax: 631-293-6861

phil@pabcoconstruction.com

Drywall

Samuel Dan

Construction Lien Consultants

134 W. 29th Street, 11th Floor

New York, NY 10001

Tel: 212-967-5242

Fax: 212-967-5292

samconstructionlienconsultants.com

Legal

Jim Giorgio

B&G Electrical Contractors

of New York, Inc.

7100 New Horizons Boulevard

North Amityville, NY 11701

Tel: 631-669-6000

Fax: 631-669-7053

jgiorgio2@bgelectrical.com

Electrical Contractors

Mohamed I. Rasheed

Gallant & Wein Corporation

11-20 43rd Road

Long Island City, NY 11101

Tel: 718-784-5210

Fax: 718-937-6426

mohamed@galwein.com

Electrical Contractors

David Meberg

Consolidated Carpet

45 W. 25th Street, 8th Floor

New York, NY 10010

Tel: 212-217-1301

Fax: 212-226-4644

dmeberg@consolidatedcarpet.com

Flooring

Michael Sclafani

Utopia Construcion Corporation

of New York

227 Willard Avenue

Farmingdale, NY 11735

Tel: 516-647-4441

Fax: 516-501-0051

mike@utopiaconstruction.net

Glass/Glazing

Welcome New Members:
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New York Ban on Texting-While-
Driving Takes Effect

New Yorkers: Put the BlackBerry away if you’re behind the wheel.

New York’s law against texting while driving went into effect Sunday, November 1, 2009.

The new law forbids the use of mobile devices for reading, typing and sending text messages while driving.

The ban on texting while driving comes with fi nes up to $150. It was already illegal in the state to talk on a cell 

phone while driving.

The U.S. Transportation Department reported that 5,870 people were killed and 515,000 were injured last year 

in crashes connected to driver distraction, often involving mobile devices or cell phones.

Copyright 2009 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten 

or redistributed.

http://www.insurancejournal.com/news/east/2009/11/03/105038.htm
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Board of Directors: 

JOSEPH AZARA
C.D.E. Air Conditioning

PETER CAFIERO
Island Painting 

MICHAEL D. CHAFETZ
MDC Construction Management, Inc.

JOHN A. FINAMORE
Jordan Panel Systems

MICHAEL CHECCHI
OMC Sheet Metal

CRAIG GILSTON
Gilston Electrical Contracting

HENRY GOLDBERG
Goldberg & Connolly

DAVID HARRON
A/C Electric

STEPHEN LONDON
Commercial Electrical Contractors

MITCHELL MERDINGER
C.D.E. Air Conditioning

MONET MILAD
Milad Contracting Corporation

RAQUEL NUNEZ
Nunez Electric, Inc.

JOHN RAPAPORT
Component Assembly Systems, Inc.

RANDY RIFELLI
United Iron, Inc.

Subcontractors News
1430 Broadway - Suite 1600
New York, NY 10018

T: 212.398.6220
F: 212.398.6224

e-mail: subcontractorstrade@verizon.net
website: www.stanyc.com

Offi cers
Robert Samela, President
W. Scott Rives, Vice President
Jerry Liss, Vice President
Robert Ansbro, Treasurer
Robert Weiss , Secretary
Ronald S. Berger, Executive Director

Upcoming Events

Executive Committee Meeting
Thursday, December 3, 2009 – 8:00 AM 

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, December 8, 2009 – 5:30 PM

Active Past Presidents
Fred Levinson
Arthur Rubinstein
Lawrence Roman
Larry Weiss
Gregory S. Fricke, Jr. 
Alan Nathanson (Honorary)
Ronald S. Berger

OTHER OFFICES:
MANHATTAN, WESTCH-

GRASSI & CO.
CPAs & SUCCESS CONSULTANTSTM

WWW.GRASSICPAS.COM 

HEADQUARTERS:
JERICHO
516-256-3500 

OTHER OFFICES:
MANHATTAN AND
CHARLOTTE, NC

AN INDEPENDENT MEMBER FIRM OF MOORE STEPHENS INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 
WITH OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES WORLDWIDE

CREATIVITY
GRASSI & CO - CPA’S & SUCCESS CONSULTANTS

“You can never solve a problem on 
the level on which it was created.” 

ALBERT EINSTEIN

Creativity...Grassi & Co.
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